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 Courteous Reader, 


HE Town having been fo long teixd with 
1 Party Squabbles of political Whig and Tory, 
I did not know but that a new Sort of Warfare 


might be welcome; and that is betwixt Profeſſors of 
Arts about their emu Provinces. I have begun with 


th: Fountain or Foundation of all Arts and Scien- 
ces, GRAMMAR, deſigning thence gradually to riſe tn 
Poetry, Rhetoric, and the like, to expoſe the Fol- 
ly and Dnpudenge of pedantical Pretenders, always 
aſſnring thee, that I will be as tender of Merit, as 
J will be ſevere on the arrogant Attempts of the 15- 

, Horant. OD | | 
There has been lately a mighty Bent, in the Buyers 
of Books, to Grammatical Eſſays ; and particularly 
thoſe which treat of the Nature of our own Lan- 
1 „„ | guage; 
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Darts, as entirłly exclude everyone of + 
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A Word to the Reader: . > © 
guage; for which I congratulate the Genius of ot 
Time. "Tis a Sort of Promiſe of its being weary, 


or aſham'd of that general Barba:iſm, which bas 
ſpread through our Writers in all the politer Arts 3 
and that we may hope, if Emperic\ do net intrude 


with their empty Pretences, in a few Tears to ſee our 

Nation as polite, as brave. . 
In this Kind theſe laſt eleven oi twelve Months 

haue introduc d two Authors : The oe own himſelf 


boldly a Pedant, nay, ſeems vain < the Honour; 


the other has been ſo prudent or mode/f to conceal 


is Name. The learned Mr, Greenwdo:), to whom 


1 bave directed the following Diſcourſe, has been ſo 
furionſly cunning to divide his Grammar into ſuch 
s erpht Parts 
of Speech ; which ſhews @ peculiar Adqcheſs in this 
Author, in picking out ſuch a Diviſion, is waver was | 


made before; for without that happy Singularity, 


he could have never obtain d this ſingular Advantage. 
"Fis a new Mode of Writing, and per haps may pre- 5 


vai; and "tis good to make an Intereſt bifare- hand 


with a future Favonrite : And this is one Reaſon 


why I bave choſen to do my ſelf the Honour of Wri- 
ting to bim in this Epiftolary Manner, 
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Lately Publ d. 


2 Sir, 
| H E 1 8 1 

On 
GENTLEMEN » to ſend I Tn: 


efore you 1 
Your _ and which 
well over ee, in a W 


We 7 er K 


© Confileratio # an 1 and 
| Opere in in tanto 
Ii fuch- a Wor 57 1 2225 5 5 
| big no fade g . | 


' NOUNS, Enes v 
ENB 4 
clItss, and their Equipage, are 15 and PA RTE 


3 banions; 
by 7 ne pk 1 


N N A 


8 


panions; and he muſt be a Man of much Mercury, 
Who can keep his Eyes open long in their, Conver- 
en. „„ Woey pc Wes 1 » =, 
Jour being ſenſible of this, I doubt not, was the _ 
Reaſon you call on your Friends to awake you, — 
tealt your Nap ſhould be of too unmeaſürable a 
Length; and therefore I ſtart out from the Number 
of your learned Acquaintance, to rouſe you with ſome 
amicable Admonitions, which cannot be unwel“- 
come to à Man of your: Candyry and fumile Opi in 


of your ſelf, and your an Perfqrmances. 4 * ©, 


”* 


For, Sir, it is far from my Thoughts to Taſpedt 
you guilty of fo much, Inſincerity, in what you 
print, as to ſuppoſe you would be difpleas'd with 
Plain-dealing ; or, like an over-weening Poet, deſire 
our Cenſure, when you only expect our Flatery; or 

hike the Zaiidns, take it as an unpardonableAtiront, 
if we accept the Preſent of which you make fo un- 
compell'd an Offer. Your apparent Judgment, Learn-- 

ing, and Politeneſs, which your Book every where 
diſcovers, the clear Manner of your thinking, evident 
in the Perſpicuity- of your METHOD; the Force of 
your Reaſon. ſo viſible in the Proofs of all youỹ O-. 
pinions, forbid ſuch vain Imaginations. I am there- 
fore fully jatisfy d, that J ſhall find a my Remarks, 
how minute, and incon{tderable ſoever, anferted in 

I their proper Places, Whenever yon thail:;yvouchſafe to 

dit the low With the neut Edition of your profound 
| Ibis, Sir, I conteſs is not th only Motive of this 
| prelent Addrefs, yet it is ah dþabzyL.dhall, preſume 
to adyance in the Entranceieit the: World ſhould 
imagine I had any /e Deſian to bribegyour,Judg- = 
ment in Favour, of iu] Performance, which is an 
Aim too mean for the Ne,, ο . Delgn. It is 
it Wilk ay; that'rhis is 
NJauire, which 4 have 
| to add; but the former Reaſon, . and my Ambition 
1 10 imitate your d ονπ “ute Method, has prevaild 
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with we to put that Ja, which ought, otherwiſe, to 


have been, fir. 


I ſhall therefore fall immediately on the firſt Thing 


that preſents it ſelf to the Eye, in your WORK, 
and that is, the. Title-Page ; which I preſume was 


* 


not call'd an ESSAY purely from your MOD ESTV, 


(tho that be every where very. confpicuous) No, 
Sir, I fancy you bad another View; which, tho' of 


Weight, leſſens the. Merit of the former. It is the 


Notion: of many of the Beaux Eſprits, that ME 
IHOD and ORDER are Things" too formal, nay, _ 
incompatible: with an ESSAY ; they allow-it to be a 


Sert of Pindaric Writing, which leaps from Thought 


to Thought, quitting 1mperceptably the Subject, and 


returning to it by, as unperceiv'd, Degrees. It is 
true, Montaigu s Authority in his Practice, goes a great 


Way with me, as well as the reſt of the Wits; (for 
ſuch, Sir, you mult allow me to be) yet, when In- 


ſtruction in Aris and Knozledge, and not the pleaſing 
Wandrings of a wanton Fancy, is the Eulinefs, 1 


would not have you ſo fond of the Judgment of the 


WITS, becauſe Mr. LOCK has call d his admirable 


© Diſcourſe on the HUMAN UNDERSTANDING, 
an Eſſay, and yet is clear in his Method, as well as his 
Reaſoning; ſince he knew that Confuſion could never 
be the Mother of Inſtruction; which was his Aim in 


that Book, as it ought to have been yours in this. 


But tho; we may blame Your Modeſiy (an uncom- 

mon, and very excuſeable Fault in a young Author) 

in the Beginning of your Title, yet the reſt makes us 
0 


amends for that Puder Subruſticus, that rural Baſhfulneſs 
of the firſt Word. As tor the Words Praftlical Gram- 
mar, I ſhall have Occaſion to ſpeak with them again 
before I have done, and ſhall therefore ſhake Hands 


with them for a While. Deſcribing the GENIUS and 
NATURE »f the ENGLISH TONGUE. This Part 
of your title I can't-paſs over, without asking you 
one Queltzon for Information Sake only, What is 
the Diftercnce between Genizs and Nature £ Feſtus de- 
rives Genius 4 Gignendo, from begetting, and it B 
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one, I mean, that of a Demon; but that, I pre- 


ſume, you would by no Means have ſuppos d to be 
ours in this Place, leſt your Enemies ſnould take it 
in the evil, not good Senſe ; which would be too 1nju- © 


rious to N Merit, for ſuch a Friend as IJ am to ap- 
miſe of an ESSAY to deſcribe the Genius and Na- 


te of a Tongue, that has been fo little enquir d in- 


to by the reſt of your Country-men. I beg the Fa- 
vour of you to inſert in ycur next, where about in 
your Book you have given us this 7ational and plain 

GRAMMAR in General becauſe it puz- 
zles your Friends to ſilence your Enemies in this 


Particular. 


I have no Fault to find with your Mort, but it 8 


thought you might have added Voſce te ipſum, Know 
thy ſelf, becauſe it was written, as old Story tells us, 


on the Gates of Apollos Temple, the Fane of Wiſdom: 
and Knonledge, of which your Grammar is the Foun- 

dation. „ 1 5 
Of the Epiſtle Dedicatory, nothing can be ſaid, but 


that you ſhow'd your Judgment in the Choice of a 


Patron, whoſe Learning and Merits, every Man al- 


lows; and if all your Performance had diſcover d an 


equal Diſcernment, you had fav'd me the Labour of 


this Epiſtle. 


IT be very Entrance of your Fabrick, ſhews the Archi- 
tect very particular; yet a great Genius has always 
ſomething ſingular. Padre Pexæxo, in his Treatiſe of 


Perſpective in Achiteclure, having deſcnb'd the ſeveral 


Orders, which had adorn'd Anigquity, and employ'd ' 


the Study of the Moderns, frames a new Order diffe- 


rent from the five, and calls it Capricioſo,” the cabrici- 


ous Order. You obſerving, that other Authors gent- 
rally had one Preface before their Works, rciolv'd to 
out-do them, and give us two before yours; and 
therefore one certainly, to fix the Method, ſhould be 


calld the cepricions Preface ; but which. of them 1 


leave ' 


t be this as it will, it ſeems a bold Pro- 


nus. d by the beſt Authors in the ſame Senſe as Natur- 
*Tis true indeed it has another Senſe, and a Deviliſh _ 
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leave to you to determine; the Claim 
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ſo equal. Whether the JESUITS nen Model was ever 
reduc'd'to Practice, ot not, or lives only.in' his 3 | 


like many modern Improvements of the Ancients, I 1 
know not; and whether your Example will prevail, 

I cannot foretell ; you have Probability on your Side. 
The Genius of the Age cnclines mightily to Nowel- 
ties; and the more odd and abſurd, the more Ikely to 


pleaſe. + Nay, I know not but your Example may 


make the next Writer of Grammar, give three Prefa- 
ces, the next four, and fo on, till we have all Pre- 
face, and nb Book HO 15 PL 


f 
. 


All that I ſhall take Notice of in the firſt, will 
fall under my Reflections on the ſecond ; which 1 


find to- be that of Dr. Wallis, before his Grammar; 
from whence, I find your Aatagoniſt, or Antagoniſts, 


(for I know not whether the foriner Gn mar were 


written by one, or more) has, or have taken all 
that related to the Subject. For tho Dr. Walls was 
pleas d to go a little out of the Way, is there a Ne- 


ceſſity that every one elſe ſhould follow him? What 
has the Gauliſh and MWelſh to do with the Hiſtory of 
the Engliſh Tongue, which only was the Subject ot 


his Grammar And when he wtote ro the Deſcenda nts 
of thoſe Heroes, who brought. in this Tongue with 


their Empire, it was very odd to call it a Foreign 


Language, unleſs the Author were a Veh man. Tho' _ 
the Dector : Error, yet, by your tranilating his 


this be | 
Preface, nay, by adding more where we had too much 
already, You only are auſwerable for it; and in your 
next, put a' Dele not only to this, but to all your Ad- 


ditions. For the 2d Addition, it is entirely from the 
Purpoſe; hat have we to do with the img inary times 


of the Gaul. in Aſa, and of their Names? Does it 


give any Illuſtration to the Hiſtory of bur own natire 


Language, of whoſe Genius and Nature alone, your Title 
promis'd us a Deſcription, 1 know you may urge, that 


by this Means you Fa your Name with the Duttors, 
Cc tò à Femarkavie DINE Fbat ins. 
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* decd is a noble Aim, and worthy your Judgment and 1 55 


Labours. | 


It is worth your while, when you write, to conſider, | 
that Contradictions are not the principal Beauties of Stile; 
the Figure is too vu'gar, and au guthor, who has fo | 
man) other wonderful Qualifications, may compleat his 
Character without it. Thus, when you had deny d, 3 
in the firſt Paragraph, p. 8. that the Welſh could admit 6 
of a Mixture of the Saxon, by Reaſon of the perpetual 
Ennuties betwixt them, Kept up in ſome Meaſure to 
this Day; in the very next Paragraph, by a Dex- 
terity peculiar 10 your ſelf, you fay, that the Saxon 
had admitted ſeveral Weſb Words, and the Welſh, ſeve- 
ral Saxon. Now, how this could be done, without 
ſome Manner of Mingling, you would be extream 
obliging to inform us in your next. - 
1 find, when you are in at adding, you feague it | 
away, Gs Mr. Bays ſays) ſinte. the Addition, p. 10. is 
not ot #ny. great Weight; the Doctor having gentee ly 
and ſufficiently, in a few Words, laſh d the corrupt A f- 
fectation of Galliciſing. Now, there is a Maxim 
which will be of great Uſe to you, Fruſtra ſit per pl . 
quod poſſiit fieri per pauciora; Few Words are beſt. This 
made a malicious Rogue, who. overlook d me, whilſt 
I was peruſing this learn d Preface, lay, that you had 
148 put your Printer to a needleſs Trouble of inverted 
| Comma, ſince you had been ſo Hhoneſt to the Doctor, as 


1 to leave as ſufficient Marks of Diſtinction betwixt 
'f 4 yours and bis, as a Patch of Linſey-Voolſey on a Robe 
* of Velvet, would be. This was an ill-natur d Witticiſm, 
'S I I confets, becauſe you had not incorporated your 
I. Vicce with ſuch Connexion, as might diſguiſe the. - 
. Ad ion, -hke ſome artful Plagiaries. I told him, 
bt that you had always more <c4ndid Intentions , : 
„ ii (hat: to palm any Thing of yours on other Men; on 
TC > the contrary, that you would-be more humbly con- 
We: tet io own any Thing of thet,s, as your own natural 

"+ THe. © 1 1 res „„ 

we 0 eil, but we may weii atlow ten Pages in ſuch a 
Frxtiace, to Whim, or Excurſuns, or what elſe ee 


' | 


"Op e 9 
pPleaſe to call them; I think 'tis enough, that Page . 
| you come to the Matter, the prefent Engliſh Tongue. 
Good Breeding is commendable in all Men, but more 
ſo in an Author, nay, in a young Author ;- and to 
give Place to our eee rar is certainly good Bree- 
Aing. Sure after this, no Body can call this an inhoſpi- 

9 table Coaſt. But hold, I find we are not to enjoy our 
_ {elves too long without Interruption. Here comes 
MOTHER TONGUES in, to make thePreface altof a | 
Piece. There muſt be Digreſſiuns, and the farther 
from the Point, the more worthy of the Name. 
What would a Digreifion ſignify, unleſs a Man 
went a great Way out of the Road? Without this 
| — one had as good keep cloſe to the Matter. 
$5 Well, and here comes another Figure of Contradiction. 
|  Youtellus, that MOTHER TONGUES have no Af. 
| mity to each other, and that the Branches or Iſſue, have 
fome {Affinity or Relation to their Mother, p. 12. and at 
the ſame Time aſſure us, that Lin is a Mother Tongue 
diſtinct, and different from the Greet: Yet I am conh- 
dent, Sir, that you will not paſs it upon us, that 
there is NO Afinity between the Latin and the Greet, 
becauſe you know Horace would allow no Words 
naturally and by Right, to be introduc'd into the Roman 
Language, but ſuch as were begot by Greek Sires. 
And this Maxim was ſo general, that we find too 
many of Greet Extract, to deny any Affniiy between 
them: Nay; in the very next Page (13.) you are fo 
generous to own, that much of it is a Derivation 
from the Greet, anditells us from Crinizas, that it had 
_ four ſeveral Diale&s, So that, Sir, you might ctrtain- 
ly have gone a Step higher, and made Grandmother 
Ne likewiſe; ſince tis plain that the Danghter 
Tongues have ſeveral Dialects, in all Countries of a- 
ny tolerable Extent; a Hef Country man here in Eng. 
land, and a North Country- man. cin ſcarce under- 
ſtand one another; at leaſt; there is as evident a Dif- 
ference, as between the Greek Dialects. And indeed 
you are too gracious and condeſcending, not to grant 
this in the very next 83 14. tho you, un * 
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round the Globe, in Purſuit of other Tongnrs ; in 
fix'd the. diſtinguiſhing Marks of MOTHER and 


| {waded us, that we were poſſeſs d of iminenſe Riches, 155 
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ard of incurring a Contradiftion of your Charafteriftic * Ni 
of MOTHE ene 


But, Page 16, you are pleas'd to knock down all 


it your allow'd MOTHER TONGUES at once, ma- 


ing them all Children of the Northern Scythian. So 
much can the unbounded Fower of curious critical 
Learning perform! You. have led us a Dance halt 


DAUGHTER Tongues; and when you had per- 


in a Mement the Fairy Treaſure {hips away, and you _ 
doubt of the Legi:imacy of every one of them, ank 


1carce allow us any Mother Tongue at all. Well, Ar, f 
theſe are kard Tryals; but what we muſt undergo, 1 


find, if we will traftic with you, „ 
confeſs indeed the Enquiry is as trifling and »ſe- 


le, as foreign to the Point; and the Diſtinftion' | 


icems much of a Weight with that of a u 19h an 


a Speech, and which yet I have heard a Pedagogue'as 


zealous for, as for his Ats and Pycruſt. Eüt, dear 
Sir, when you had made us hope for ſome other 
Tingaes ; had ſet them up, and given them a glori- 
ous Progeny, on a Sudden you grow 1o much their, 
Foe, that the Reaſons you bring againſt the Matrona- 
lity of the Afatic Tongues, looks fomething himfi- 


cal, viz. becauſe ſome of the radical Wards are ſome- 


hing alike in ny of them. Yet, Sir, why ſhould 
this rob the Aſiatic Tongues of this Honour, when 
much more did not deprive the Roman of it? But 


tis an old and true Saying, One Man may better ſteal 


a Horſe," than another look over the Hedge. While 
Men are Men, there will be Farcur and Affection, 
and then Parijait;y will enſue. Becauſe Latin is ybur 
Acquatntance, and has done ycu ſome good Turns, 
you are reſolv'd to ſacrifice all Conſiderations to her 
& vice. Why, Gratitude is a valuable Quality, I con- 
fels, tho' exc: ted only to a dead Language: Rar, Sir, 
by the Kale that you caſt out the Aſatic e 

| | M trom 


: N ' Ws 
7 


7 accommodata, retinenda ccnſm. Now, how 


from MOTHERSHIP, we may, nay, ſome have pre- 
tended to prove a Conſanguinit) between the Langua- 
kes of ſorne of the Americans, and the Jens, and 
Welſh, But theſe are mere dogmatic Conjectures, and 
might do. well enough in ſo nominal a Critic, as Sca- 


liger, or ſome Datch Commentators : But to you, Sir, 


Who ſoar ſo high above them, they are no Ways a- 
greeable; and a Perſon that can employ his Time fo 
well in the Hiſtory of the Changes of our Tongue, as 
- your, judicious Collection ſhews you can, vught not 


to deſcend to Trifles, 


I ſhan't dwell much longer on your long Preface, 


only take Notice of an Iudecency which you are 


- guilty'of, Page 27, 28. you fall into a Sort of Paſ- 


ſion call'd Indignatien, that any one ſhould doubt, 


that a Child of five or ſix, or, you are fore, leven or 
eight, ſhould not underſtand the Lin Terms, which 


you are pleas'd to make Uſe of in your Grammar 


and call it throwing a SLUR upon human Under 
ſtanding and Art. I beg you, Sir, never give Way 
to Choler; it is the moſt unbecoming Thing in the 
World to the Face; befides, one Grain of Reafon is 
of a 1907 times the Force of a 1000 Pound of Paſſi- 
on: And truly I cannot per ſwade People to believe 


our bare Aſſertion in this Point, without any other 
Reaſon, but your Knowledge of Childrens lowing to 


be ad Queſtions, This is the more remarkable in 


{on Dog you have choſe to call AUXILLARY 


b BS, Help-Verbs, which does not run near ſo 
well, as the former. | hay 


cannot omit one Thing, which calls your Since- 
rity in Qucſtion on this Head; but I rather im- 


pute it to your Zeal for the old Terms; for Zeal makes 
every one blind. Thus, when you were tranſlating 
the Doctor's Preface, you gave him a Turn againſt 
nen Terms, when he was confeſling, that old were 
not fo proper for our Language. Recepta (lays he) 


tamen Artis Vocabula, quanquam Lingus noſtræ non u- 


zue qua que comes to ſignify, They may not all of them, 
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in every. Reſpeft, I cannot imagine. In hott, the 
Doctor plainly condemns the Latin Terms, and on- 


ly made Uſe of them, becauſe he would not inno- 


vate: And to have us'd owr Engliſh Terms in Latin,” 


would have been unintelligible to bis Latin forcign 


But of this I ſhall have Occaſion to take more. 
Notice in my Remarks on the Book it ſelf, to which 
we now arrive, without Ropping at ſuch Trifles as 
falſe, or impro Ae. rt „ pM, 

The firſt fair Proſpect that ſalutes my Eye, is ſome- 
thing admirably good, for it is out of Mr. Lock; Imean, 
Sir, the Beginning of your Introduction; and many 
of your Friends wiſh, that you had made Uſe of 
more of his Words; for your Judginent_ was truly 
juſt, in liking them better, than your own. But the 
next Page gives us a Diſcovery, of which it would 
be barbarous to rob you of the Honour: I mean, a 
Fort of articulate Words, that have no Meaning. I had 
heard of (unt. Words, both of Gypfies and Goals 5 but 


then thoſe were Repreſenters of thoſe Pepples Thoughts? 


who underſtood them, which was as much as the 
beſt Greel and Zain Words could pretend to. But 
Words that ſignify d nothing; (that is admirable, I 
Faith) I ſwear 1 thought there had been no ſuch. 
hing in Nature, as contrary to the very Definition 
of a Md. I had always entertain'd an Opinion, 
that whatever Sounds had no Iden annex d to them, 
could with no Manner of Propriety of Speech be 
call'd Words at all. You know the Maxim, Fas eſt 


4h hofte digeri, and your Antdgoniſf's Grammar might _ 


have better inform'd you of the Nature of Mords; 
but the Malicious ſay you frequently reje à Trub and 
Senſe, only becauſe they happen to be found in his 
| Bock. But let us hear; . V 
Procul, procul eſte praſan :: „ 
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Mor ds no Way fit for Vulgar EWr. 
Seindapns, Blictri, Lirum, Larum, Screlum, . 0 


* ; 4 7 * * 1 
* 4 i q 5 : : 
* "Th d- * ; a 
ö of 
| | | 13 2 


| + - Here is indeed a Diſcovery, that I believe you 


| may enjoy mithour a Rival, becauſe 1 cannot fd 
out what can be drawn from it, either for the In. 
fruition of YOUTH, or Entertainment of the LEARN- 

ED. Yet, after all, my good Friend Sindapſus, I 


cannot, for my Life, help thinking, that you have _ 
met with ſomething of this ſomewhere or other, in 


ſome antiquated Method; in ſome old muſty Logic, 
on ſome wiſe Treatiſe now wholly unknown: Such 


Be fo fair in your next, to let us know where this 
notable Whim was-originally form d. This I muſt 
tell you, that tho' they had »o Meaning, no Idea an- 
nex d to them before, they will never be heard or 


into real Words, by being inſeparable from the Idea 

_ . of a certain ingenious, facetious Perſon, that has a 
troubleſome Sort of a Diſeaſe, call d Scribendi Cacoe- 
thet. We (hall think Screlum, Scralum, to be ſcrib- 
bling; and thus, in fine, Sir, you muſt be ſore d to 
rack your teeming Pate, to produce ſome other 


Words which ſignify nothing; and ſome People are 


apt to fancy von have a ſtrange Alacrity that Way. 
But to be ſerions; for Page 34 we begin to come 


to the Point. Scindapſus, Lirum, Larum, and their 
Cloud, that 


Brother Conjurers, have diſſipated the 0 
has made us wander all this while. Chap. 1. begins 
with the Definition of Grammar; and this muſt be 


laid for it, tis ſhort, and ſo far very good, ſince, as 


— 


: _ Hudibras obſerves, 

e tig is. ery; g, 

- ©, Both when we ave, or are not underſtood. 
Grammar & the Art of ſpeaking RIGHTLY. 


I Was ſomething oftended at the Expletive, rightly ; 
but 1 ſoon found, when you ſumm d up the Evi- 
dence of this Chapter, you agree, that the Word 
rightly is at leaſt ſuperfluous, and might have been 
left out of the Definition. Did you really * lo, 
9 0 5 e : when 


Things are done ſometimes by ſuch learned Authors. 
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when you wrote the Definition? Why then did yu 
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_ what, in your own Opinion, was redundant? 


you did not think ſo before you came to the End 
- of the Chapter, it argues you guilty of writing with= 


out thinking, or ſoon changing your Opinion in 


Things of that Conſequence, as the Words of a De- 
finition ought to be: Or perhaps you did it, to have 


the Pleaſure of telling us, that you had been imper- 


pertiuous, it is obſcure, and the very Word that the 


learned Mr, Fobhnſon has with fo much Reaſon con- 


demn'd in his Grammatical Com mentaries., I will not 
preſs too hard upon one particular Line, when every 


one aftords ſo large a Scope for our Contemplations. 


For what can be more worthy Notice, than your 
Note upon this very Definition, when ycu tell us, 
that you have left out the Art of Writing, becauſe it 
i an ACCIDENT of Speech; and none but the Es- 


'SENTIAL. and CHIEF Things ought to be put into the 


Definition? Bur, dear Sir, your good Friend and Ac- 


quaintance Voſſius, and before him Ariforle, with 


whom Reaſon agrees, ſay. that the End of any Art 


in Words join d together in Sentences, according to ile 


USE and PROPRIETY of every Tongue, euher in 
SPEAKING or WRITING. This Definition, which 
1 find in the other Engliſh Grammar, and which a- 
grees with Mr. Tohnſun's, much nearer than yours, 


is not only the eſſential or chief Thing in any Art, but 
ought to be the Meaſures of its Definition. Now, _ 
certainly the END of Grammar is to expreſs our Thoughts 


2 


1s plainly, prov'd from the Notes; from hence, 


and from Mr. Luck too, it is evident, that Wri- 
ting is the principal, if not the only End of Gram- 


mar; for Experience ſhows us, that all the Buſinets | 
of the World is done without minding the Sein, 
in which eit is diſpitch'd; but any Faults. of tht 


Kind in Writing, are infamous and obvious. Wriung 


is another Manner of Diſcourſing ; tis talking wu, 
the Abſent, and the only Place where the Want ot | 
the Rules of Grammar is molt ſeen, and where the 
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5 0 Knowledge of them is moſt requir:d; nay, abſolutely 
nceceſſary. Rut, Sir, if you had but remember d what 


- you your ſelf laid in 8 Preface, you would 
never have made this N 


regs Note. There you perfectly a- 
gree with me, and ſay, that Grammar is chiefly, if 


not only necefary for Writing. But let us hear your 


own Words. Ut is indeed poſſible that a young GEN=- 
TLEMAN, or LADY, may be enabl'd to ſpeak pretty 
well upon ſome Subjefls, and entertain 4 Viſiter with 
DISCOURSE, that may he agreeable enough; yet I do 


not ce (om they fhiuid WRITE any Thing, with a 10 


ILERABLE CORRECTNESS, wnle{s they have ſore 
Taſie of GRAMMAR ; or erpreſs themſelves clearly, 
and deliver their Thoughts by Letter, or otherwiſe, ſo as 
not to lay themſelves open to the Cenſure of their Friends, 
for their Hameable SPE 
And thus we agree not only with one another, but 
with your Antagoniſt in his firſt Notes, when he fays, 
A certain Author ſeems defeflive, when he ſays GRAM- 
MAR is the Art of SPEAKING, ſince it is plain, that 


a Maſtery of it is of more Conſequence in WRIIING; 


9 unheeded, tho 
they would be monſtrous in W G. Now, ſome 
Men would have been ſo ſcrupulous, as to have con- 


the Soleciſms of vulgar Diſcourſe 14 In 


might have built this Definition which, is now ſo 
jultly exceptionable and detective, ſince it imports, 
that it is no Matter how we write, provided we ſpeak cor- 
reftly. But ſince your Preface gives it of my Side, 1 


ſuppoſe that was laſt written; and therefore we may 


ſhake Hands, we are both of one Opinion, and your 
Definition hall be mended next Time,; nay, {am 
ſure, that you will no where have Occaſion to be an- 

gry with my Remarks; for I gencrally have your 


own Words to back my Cenſure, than which ſurely _ 


nothing can be more fair and equal. There is an odd 


Exprefſhon, or Words in this Paſſage, which I have 
quoted, and that is, by Letter, or otkerwiſe, you hal 
mention d Speaking before ; and therefpre 1 tuppoſe - 


otherwiſe here is onſy an , and might be put 


into 
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into your Chapter on that Subject, pag. 167. Wick ſs 
Fou tell us contribute nothing to the Syntax or Conſtrutti?- 


on, nor the Sevſe of the Diſcenrſe ; and yet give a great- 


855 er Force and Emphaſis to the Ex reſſion. So that 211 Ex- 


lletive is a Word that ſignifies nothing, yet gives a 
Force to Expreſſion,” ſuch as Bullies Oaths. I ſwear you 
have a profound Penetration! I have all along been 
ſuch a Coxcomb to think, that nothing could be ein- 
phatical, that did not contribute to the Senſe; and 
in this Error ſhould certainly have dy-d, had not I 
met wich your learned Grammar. This makes me 
luppoſe, that your Friends Scindaſpus, Rliłtri, &c. 
ſtaud Candidates to be admitted into the Number of 
Expletives, at the next Vacancy. But your Favourite 
Figure of Speech, call'd Nonſenſe, I will paſs over, 


_ 


lelt my Reflections ſhould fill a Volume bigger than 


your Book, 8 VVV 
Fou next diftinguith Grammar into natural, or ge- 
neral, and inſtituted, or particular The firſt Part of 
this Diſtinction is near all we find in your Grammar 
of the rational Grounds you promiſe in your Title; ex- 
cept now and then a little Hint, which will require 
ſome Application to find out and connect; whereas 
your Aitagoniſt has from Mr. Arnaud, the Meſ- 
freurs of Purt-Royal, SC. given us the whole Ratio- _ 


nale of the Thing. He indeed not only gives us the: _ 


great Names, but the Matter they deliver d; but you, 
Sir, according to that Self-ſufficience which you eve 
where diicover, talk of Biſhop Wilkins, Dr. Hicks, 8c. 
but we muſt take your Word for their Merit, or dive 
into their Works, You tell us indeed, that Dr, al- 
lis juſtly finds Fault with our Engliſh Grammariaus, 
where he ſays all of them, forcing our Engiiſh Tongut 


too much to the Latin Method, have deliver d man 


uſeleſ; Precepts concerning CASES, Cc. But why 
then, my dear Friend, did not you avoid Faults, 
that by his Means you diſcoverd in others? Why 
have you obtruded on us the Genetive Caſe, which 
that very Doctor rejected; brought us to a Neceſſity 
of a Cafe, which will not hold thro' our ne 
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ſince, if we admit it, it will not go farther, tban 


* 


Nouns, which ſigmify Poſſeſſion; but of this When we 
cht d kk 

Ihe next Thing you come to, very juſtly is your 

Diviſion; for you divide Grammar into four Parts, vix. 


Dach | 5 Etymology, 1 


e Projo ; 14 


- 


f 


_ Tis true, that your Antagoniſt has in his Notes men- 
tiondd a Diviſion of Grammar, ſomething like this, and 
rejected it; and for that, Reaſon, I ſuppoſe, you choſe 
it, that you might not be thought to follow him. But 
then, Sir, in my humble Opynon, you ought to- have 
condeſcended ſo far to the common Senſe of Mankind, 
asg to have given us ſome Reaſons tor your preferring 
_ theſe hard Words, to thoſe which need no Manner of 
Explanation; for who is there, that can read, that does not 


know what Letters, Syllables, Words, and Sentences mean? 


\ becauſe we vulgar Creatures can diſcover none, unleſs 
it be the Lechery of expounding them in your Notes. 
Well, you divide Grammar into four Parts: I ſup- 
poſe you mean eſſential Parts; that is, Parts that muſt 

be taught, if you would teach the whole Art of Gram 
ma: For certainly you was ſo ſcrupulous to admit 
notting into the Definition, that has not eſſential and 


chief, will not put into your Diviſion any Thing, that 


. 1s not ſo. Upon this Suppoſition, we might reaſona- 

© bly ſuppoſe, that we {ſhould find ſomething ſaid of 

this in the Order, in which you have ſet them down; 
or at leaſt at ſome Time or other, when and where 


you ſnhould think fit. Let us therefore ſee your Con- 


duct in this Particular, Orthography, in your Diviſion, 
you juſtly place fit; but in your Book, you throw ic 
into the lat Place; and there you tell us, that you 
treat of it much againſt your Will too. How! dear 


Sir, againſt your Will treat of one Part of that c- 


H ſame. Diviſion, which your Judgment has made? 
This is very odd to us poor Mortals; but fince Ortho- 
eraphy faxes better than Proſody, which you have made 
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mother Part of your Diviſſon; ſhe may be contented ; 
for poor Proſody cannot get one Word to be ſaid of 
her. You have indeed been very large on Etymology, 
which is much more proper for a Dictionary; and n- 
tax has the good, Luck to have a few Pages beſtow'd up- 


on it. 1 vow 1 would not be hypereritical, yet I cannot 


*pals over this Diviſion, without this Remark that it is 
o unlucky as to leave out entirely one half of your 
Bock, and that is the firſt Part of Words ; of which you . 
treat at large, withont allowing them any Part in your 


%. 


— 


Diviſion. The Nature of Nouns,” Pronouns, erbs, Par- 


ticiples, &c. their Sub-diviſions, &'c, cannot come un- 


der Orgegrapi), for that is only employ d about SPELI- 


LING ; that is, Letters and Syllabies. They cannot 


come under Proſody ; for the Buſineſs of that Part is to 


inſtruct us in the Ovanritics of llables and Words, They 


cannot be rang'd under the Head of Etymology ; for that 


only regards the D:rivarion of Words from our own or 


foreign Tongues ; beſides, you have your {elf placed 


them under that Head. Syntax teaches the Conſtruction 


or thoſe Words, whoſe Nature, Diſtinction, and Pro- 
perty, you, are ſuppos'd to know before-hand. So that 


it is cvident, that your Diviſſon is extreamly imperfect, 
when it leaves the Subject of half your Grammar entire- 


Iy out. This, Sir, T am afraid is a very fundamental 
or, and cannot well. be inferted, unleſs you alter 
| _oue whole Frame, and make a new Diviſion of the 

Ports of Gran mar. Permit me to recommend a plain 
and caſy Pattern. What tho' it be your Autagoniſt, if 


you can improve by him, faith never be ſo oppoſite to 
your own Intereſt, to reject it. His Diviſion perfectly 
takes in his whole Subject, and under every Head each 


is handl'd with a tolerable Perry and Plainneſs; 


* 


whereas your Method, by its Confuſion, can never in- 


Beſore . I proceed to the next Chapter, I beg Leave, 


for Information Sake, to ask you a few Queſtions, ho- 


ing that you, as well as the many Children you have 
known at HACKNEY, will count it a Complement paid 
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WER, 


I, therefore, preſume to ask, whether this your Gram. 
matical Eſſay be intended for the Children or Learnerf̃? 
for the Maſters or Teachers ? or only as an Amuſement 
of the curious Enquirers 2 If for the Children, whether 

vou would have them get what is the Text, or longer 
Letter without Book ? or that, and the Notes too? If 


only the Text, then they burden their Memories with 


hard Words, of which they can underſtand nothing with- 
out knowing Greet. 10 


a f If they muſt, get the Notes like- 
wile, how couid you imagine that it would not be an 


inſupportable Burden to their young Memories, to learn 


two Pages in a ſmall Letter, to explain o Lines and 


four Words ? I ſpeak this of this Chapter precifely, but 


in ſome Meaſure it will hold of all. I deſire you to 


conſider, whether the Hild would not with more Eaſe, 
and to the greater Advantage of his Underſtanding, 


have got Letters, Syliables, Words, and Sentences, which 
need no Manner of Explanation ? * 905 


*% 
. 


Child muſt get by Heart almoſt five Pages in a ſmall 


But perhaps theſe ingenious and learned Notes are 


for the Inſtiuction of the Teacher. But then you muſt 
ſuppoſe him very ignorant, and very unfit for the Bu- 
_  ſineſs.; and at the ſame Time yau give him the eaſy 
Task, and the Chi the more difficult. Well, but dear 
Sir, when your Hand was in at Queſtion and Anſwer, 


why did you not go on with them? What ſtopt you 


- where 15 end? I mean, What Reaſon or Con/ideration 
(t 


could (top you ? For when you had ask'd, what is La- 


tin? (which, by the Way, was nothing to your pre- 
ſent Buſinets) and anfwer'd, A Language that the Peo- 
ple calld Romans, ſpoke ; why did you not ask again, 

what is Greek ? and anſwer, A Language which the 
People call d Greeks, ſpoke? And ſo on to Aabic, an 
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Next, if they muſt get your Notes hkewiſe without 
Bock, to what Purpoſe are your Queſtions? Which on- 
ly repeat what you have ſaid before ſometimes in other 
Words, ſometimes in the ſame; and load the Memo 
Queſtions, as well as Anſwers ; for then the 
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ali the Tongues of the Univerſe 2 The Reaſon is as 
firong for one, as the other, and the n/frwtion of as 5 
much Uſe to the Learner. But indeed I mult tell you, 
my good Friend, you have diſcoverd, before now, a 
range Partiality for the Latin, which is not prudently © 

done; for that being known, will deſtroy your Aim 
e lo poor Latin get nothing by all your 

Baut if you were reſolv'd to go no farther, than Latin; 

if that Sort of 4 MOTHER TONGUE, was your non plzes 
Ultra, why did you not, for illuſtration of the Matter, 
go on, and ask who the Romans were? and aniwer, 

People that inhabited Part of Itah, and conquer'd the 
World? What Part of /taly? A. A City call'd Rome, 

from wrence they had their Name. Where was that a 
City? A. Situate, lying or being near, the Place where | 
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Rome ſtands at this Day. And then, for fear the 
Child ſhould ſtill be in the dark, queſt ion, and anſwer © 
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5 it, till you had made a full Deſcription of the City, 
if which would have given you Occaſion of ſome learned 
| | | _ Notes out of Lipſius, Roſinus, Grevins, &c. as well as 
ti that upon the Circus, p. 37. nay, you might have pro- 
1 'ceeded to the Clime and Latitude, nay, and the Road 
ju .thither, all as edifying, and more inſtructive, than the 
f Queſtion you ask d; which I humbly conceive has no- 
bu 8 thing to do with the Englih Language, or Grammar, in 
bl which you are here inſtructing your Learner ; and there- 
4 fore you ought not to have introduc d any Thing fo- 
wen, to confound him with Things impertinent to 
kf his Leſſon. | ES rt, 


1 cannot yet diſmiſs this Chapter, without. another 
eſtion; and that, is, To what Purpole is that long 
Tranſlation of Quintilian? Since you might have told 
us in a very few Words, That Cuſtom is rhe Uſe of the 
| beſt Speakers, and not of the Mob. Now, a long Quo- 
tation for a viſible and obvious Truth, is what we ge- 
nerally call Pedantry ; but in you, Sir, to be ſure, tis 
the Effect of Modeſty, to give us an Authority for what 
we ſay, as if Reaſon from YOU were inſufficient, 4 
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I annot omit one Objection to yow Way of Oseſti- e 
on and Anſwer, becauſc it was made by à peculiar Ad- 

- mirer of your eminent Parts; which is this, that their 
Buſineſs is only æclum agere, to tell us what we knew 
before; 1 mean, what you have told us already; and 
that your Queſtions, of this Chapter, may, with Plain- 

nels and Perſpicuity, be brought into leſs than eight 
lines, which now extend to three Pages, Nay, ſome 
| accuſe you of being an Emulator of Mac Flecno, that 
great Maſter of Taxtology. "Tis true indeed, if that be 
a Beauty of dedactic Writing, few can pretend to be 
your nan oe ñĩ eg 5 
- It has been the Opinion of moſt Men of Judgment, 
that the feweſt Rules were belt, provided they were ex- 
preſſwe, and free from Obſcurity. Now, this whole 
firſt Chapter is ſpent in defining and dividing Gram- 
mar. The firſt is diſpatch'd in one Line, and the ſe- 
cond in four Words; which are explain d unintelligi- 
bly to any common Capacity ; and in five Pages ju a 
ſmall Letter, contains nothing new. | 7 
Your Antag oniſt allows not above ten plain eaſy 
+ Lines to all this: But he is guilty of the ſame Fault, 
under which you labour; and that is, that neither of 
3 ſufficiently diſtinguiſh what the Child is to get by 
Heart, What not. He has indeed corrected this Error 
in tlie fecond Edition, by putting thoſe into expreſſive - 
Verſe; which at once helps the Memory, and gives a 
Pfeaſuuſe t the Leer No Ee 
But before we go to the next Chapter, I muſt remark, - 
that having given us your four Parts of Grammar, ex- 
. - pected that you would; as Method requir'd, have given 
the Title of your firſt Part Orchography, and under that 
Head have deliver'd the Doctrine, which it is its Duty 
to teach. But alas! inconſiſtent with your ſelf, you 
have no ſooner fix d the Parts or Diviſions of Grammar, 
but you throw ein all aſide, and detain us half your 
Book with the Parts of Speech, which you had aſhgn'd © 
to no Head at all. But, Sir, you did not confider the - 
Conſequende of this Procedure; for it certainly juſtifies ' 
tte Diviſion of your Aztagonit, by being fore d to _ 
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of Words by themſelves, with this Difference: HK / 
places them under one Head of his Diviſion of Grau- . 
6 


38 1 | 


mar, YOU under none. And indeed you ſeem fick of | 
your Diviſion, as ſoon as you have made it; and ſo © 
much for the firſt Chapter. 
What 1 have ſaid of the fir Chapter, will in ſome „ 
Meaſure hold good of all the others; for what, 1 or 5 i 
poſe you mean for Rules, are never the tenth Part of the 
Chapter, tho' they require all the reſt to explain them ; 
and this muſt needs be a very plain and eaſy; Way of | 
Inſtruction, as well as an irrefragable Proof of the Ad. 
| * of retaining the old Latin Terms. Iu the ſe- 135 
cond Chapter you ſtand to your Pan- Puddings, Lily's 1 
eight Parts of Specch, and deſcribe them much in as 1 9 
eaſy Words; tho' Mr. Jolnſon in his Grammattical Com- 1 
mentaries, has confuicd this Diviſion, and your Antago- 
niſt had donc the eme, yet you keep the old exploded 
Track, without giving any one Reaſon for it; nor 
could you indeed produce any other, than what the 
Mild Iriſh did for their Horſes drawing with their Tails, 
viz, Their Grand - fat hers did ſo. Mr. Lane, in his Key 
to the Art of Letters, reduces the Parts of Speech to four, , 
and the Aleſſicurs of Por:-Roy-1 have made it out beyo 1 
Controverſy, that there are no more in the Nature of 
Language in general, than four Parts. But I ſhall have 
Occaſion to go to the Bottom of this Controverſy, al- 
ter J have gone through the Body of your Book... 
Ibo this Chapter be but fhort, it aftords ſeveral 
Things worthy remarking. I firſt obſerve. your Jauda- 
ble Care of Perfpicyiry, and therefore you add a Paren- 
theſis, (a wonderful Enlightner of Diſcourſe) to make 
what you ſay, the more clear, Thus you. fay, The 
 GRAMMARIANS, Cor they who wriie GRAMMAR.) 
But you ſtop not here; your Care is farther extended, 
and your Anſwer to the firſt Queſtion, is an extraordi- 
nary Thing in 115 Kind. Q. What is Speech? A, Speak- 
ing, or Diſconrſe, his, in other Words, runs thus: 
Q. What is Speech ? A. Speech: An Elucidation worthy ſo 
great 4 Maſter of the DIDACTICS. Another, Care is 
' conſpicuous in you; and that is, of driving in what 
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the eig lt Parts of Speech no leſs than three times. But 


being giving Samples of your Sudyof making all Things 
clear, I mult take Notice to this End, that there is one 
very pleaſant Queſtion here, Ave there no more than eight 

Words in 4 Language? Beſides this Conſideration, that 

this very Queſtion conſiſts of ten Words, it is ask d af * 
ter another Queſtion, which one wonld have thought 
might have prevented ſo wiſe a Demand, which is thus: 


What do you mean by eight Parts of Speech? A. Eight 
SORTS of Words, which Men uſe in Speaking. I conteſs 


this is not o clearly expreſsd as one would expect from 


you ; yet you plainly ſay, Eight SORTS: of Words, not 


eight Words, I am altaid, dear Sir, that Queſtions like 


| theſe no Child of five Years old could ask; and there- 


fore, that your placing them in your Grammar. 18 throm- 
ing a SLUR on HUMAN UNDERSTANDING, 


and an. AFFRONT. to the ART; ſince by theſe wiſe 
Queſtions, we can ſuppoſe nothing leſs, than that you. + 
think you are teaching mere Ideots. And yet you go on; 
for the next Queſtion, is. JVoy do they give different Names 

to the Parts of Speech? A. To diſtingmſh one PART of _ 
Speech: from another. But for fear. even this ſbould not 
be plain enough, you, explain it by a Carpenter and his 


Tools. This is no Complement, I am fare, to the 


ny them the leaſt Share of commer Senſe. For ho could 


2.7 : any Child be capable of laying there were eight Parts of 


Speech, need to be told, that they had not all the 


fa.ne;Name.? For if they had, how could they be eighe 
ſeveral Parts Beſides, the ſeveral Names of them had 
been already told; and therefore the Ideot, that is ſup- 
pos d to be taught, could not want Information, that 
the ſeveral, Names were given to diſtinguiſh them from 


But metfünks you, Sir, who have here diſcover'd 


ſuch Caution in conveying Knowledge with particular 


Plainneſs, 'ſhould have choſe a 8 familiar Explana- 
J) ß "5s 2B Oh den 
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you ſay by Repetitions ; for in this Chapter you repeat + 
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Childrens. Underſtandings, for winch you were 10 zealous | 
in the Preface, as to allow them the underſtanding hard 
Terms with a little Exptanation 12 here you de- 
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kiofi, than by à Carpenter's Tools; which perhaps few 
your Children have either ſeen, or heard of, You might 
ave ſaid, Your Baby, Miſs, is diſtinguiſh'd by Parts: 
Why don't you call her Petticoat, her Shoes, her Gown © 
and Head-drets, all by the lame Name? A. Becauſe, + - 
Mi, they ate diffcretit Things; and to call different 
"Things by the ſame Name, would be to confound them ; . 
and all that, Miſs. The Quieltion that concludes this 
Seer, would be thought very im pertinent, in any 
Book, but yours; but you muſt be aliow'd to make 
otits all of a Piece, and ſo the leſs to tlie Purpoſe of 
btir Hrhject, the more to yours. Q. Are the Parts uf 
Sprech the ſant in Enghſh, 4s in Latin? I find Latin 
will ſtill be uf permoſt in all you fay or do; you have 
à ſtrange Panchant for Latin, elſe the Queſtion would 
Rave been more inſtructive, and more to the Purpoſe, if 
' thus + Q. Are the Parts of Speech the ſame in Endlith, __ 
in all other Langunges? Well, every one after theis - 
" _ Own Way. FEI TR 8 f 


In the next Chapter, we come to the Explanation of 
4 Noun, in theſe Words: A -Nvien is the NAME of # 


Thing, that may be perceiv'd either by the Senſe or Under- 
fanding. I vow, Sir, I think old Lily hinſelf is more 
dion to a Child's Underſtanding: A Nun, ſays he, 

2 under ſcood. For here Lily comes to the particular 

Senſſes, whereas vou, Sir, arc too general. It may bap- 

pen, that a Child cannot immediately enumerate the 
0e or know what they are; tho, at the fame Time, 

he knows What he feels, ſes, hears, Cr. Give me 
Leave to ay, Sir, that what you might have ſaid, had | 
bien much plamex, and leſs difficult, vid. That the 
Meaning of the Word Noun, was Name; fo that all 
Nees of Things, Were to be eall'd Now by a Tem 
f Art, of reverend Antiquity. There is another Mi- 


fortune attends this Definition; and that is, that you 
are oblig d to have Recourſe to your Antagoniſt + Terms, 
to explain your on; which is a d&Wnfrght Confeſſion, 
that his is moſt plain, eaſy, and intelligible; and by Con- 
leqquence, that you only go fo fat cut of your Way, fot . 
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] 
that you have been ſevere (I mean FA your Manner} |! 
on in your Preface z and yet build your own Book up- , _. | | 
on it, with this only Diflerence, you find Fault wifg 9 
our Gallicifmg, but praRtiee, a more culpable Latiniſing. {i} 
- How much eafer had it been to have made Lie of {bl 
Name, and added this Mark, that before Names may be it 
a, an, or the, and Thing cannot come after them. But - | 1 
this would be to follow the Ea/meſs of your Antagoniſt; 1 
2 Crime you ſo abhox, that you would rather fly to O- 1 i 
3 to be unlike him. I confeſs I think his firſt +l 

| Deſcription of a Name ſomething above the A pprehen: 1 
ſion of the general Capacity of Children; yet it muſt | 


be allow d to be juſtly and pally expreſs d to any grown = 1 
Perſon. But this Defect, I am inform d, is alter d bo - 4th 
the ſecond. Edition. To expoſe che pray of ey it 
Queſtion, would be too inſpportable a Fatigue, both to 1 
me and the Reader ; I (hall therefore only pick out on | 4 
. now and then, that balt pleaſes my (apricio; only i i 
"ad beg one. Favour of you, that is, that you would i 
not be pleag'd to pretend to teach Grammar by a perpes © || 


— 


wal Breach of your own Rules; and this Deſire being 
fo much for your Advantage, I flater my ſelf, "that you | 
will have a particular Regar to it. 

Your Explanation of the Words. Now, Stn, 
 jetiive, Sec. (how your peculiar Ha RI. of ſpeaking 
to the Caparity and Knowledge of a CH where you 
2 Engliſh, or Anglicis 1 Terms, by the L Weeks © 

m Whence they are derivd. How mult a Gild's 

Inckerſtanding and Knowledge be enlargd, e oe 
"on that Adjeftive is deriv d from Adjicere, 

Nomen, Subſtantive from Sul ftantig. In my Wunde © 6. 
2 the Child would bave been full as much in- 

md of the Nature of theſe Words, if you had ſaid, 
the Aljective comes from Scindapſus, Nun from Blicbi, 
the Subſtantive from Lirum, Larum, Screlum, Seraulem 
 Fox-Scindapſus is as eaſy to a Oo” .a$ adjicere, and Li- 
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rum, Lam, as any of the reſt”; they are all uykoown: | 
e Wk n e \ 2 obſeure and unin- 
WI fend: 
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really I fancy, that Derivations from Latin Words 
(hould never be given to ſuch, as know no more of 
that 250 85 but that it was ſpoke by 4 People call'd RO- 

MANS. * 175 4 ata > 472 | Ns Kok NS , 

Well, but J find you are gracious, extreamly conde- 


ſcending, and begin to remit of that Aufericy, which 
ty d you, fo cloſe to old Terms. ' For after you have o- 
blig'd your Scholar to learn the barbarous Term Noun for 


two Chapters together, and taken ſuch [audable Pains in 


giving a learned Explanation of it, you at laſt tell us 


plainh, that we may'even throw it out of Doors, the 
"Buſineſs will be done every Jot as well with Sulſtantive 
and Aljective. But, dear $0 Gen do by your belo- _ 
ved TERMS, as ſome would have us do wuh (uc. 
bers, pare them, ſlice them, ſeaſon them with Pepper, 
Oil, Vinegar, and Salt, and beftow ſome Pains to 
{hake and drein them well, and then throw them out 
on the Dang- till? Alas! this is Opcram, & Oleum per- 


dere, to lole both your Pepper and Oil. Nay, this 


brings a very diſagreeable Imputation on F vom 


as if you were given to change, fickle, incunſtant, and the | 


_Hhke ; female Perfections allow'd, but not quite ſo bright 
in a Mat of Learning. For I proteſt you ſeemd in 


earneſt, as good a Friend to NOUN, as to any ether 


Part of Specch.; you {mil'd on him, gave him the firſt 
Place, careſs d him, nay,” hugg d him cloſe, and yet 
now by a ſtrange ſu lden Whirl of Fancy, you kick 


bim all at once out of Doors, as an idle, ſuperfluous Term. 
Fo frail is all human Favour and Happineſs | To Day 


we are on the topmoſt Spoke of Fortune's Wheel, all 
Eyes adoring us, all Tongues flatering us, and every | 
Hand to help us; but to Morrom we are tumbl'd to 
the Bottom, and none ſo gtcat a Scoundrel to ſay one 
- good, Word in our Behalf, Even thus has it far d with 
poor NOUN | and indeed well it might; for if Towns 


and Comntries fail, and are ſwept oft the Face of the 


Earth by the Violence of Fortune and Time, why \ 


e e how foes how emp ors, i. 
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Rruftive to a Child, who knows nothing of Lain; for *, 
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tend to a more conſtant and ſert!'d Fate ? Beſides, Ho- 
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rate long ago has foretold their Doom. 


j hv Faliis prongs mut antur in Aan: 


Prima cadunt : Ita Verborum vetus interit ÆAtas. 
Doebemurn Mirti, nos, noſtraq; —— - . 
OO — Mortalia Fills berium :x; 
1 Nedum Ser monum ſtet Honbs, & Grat1, . V. ivax. 


Words are like Leaves ; ſome wit her ev ry Tear, 

And ed ry Year, a younger Race ſucceeds, © 
Death 2 4 Hibase af Things pay to Fat 
Ter this, and they, and all will be forgot. 1 Yrs 
My then ſhould Words challenge Eternity, 

| When greateſt Men, and greateſt Actjons die? 


„ Turn'd thus by my Lord Roſcommon. 7 


1 


Tunis is the moſt ſold Confort, that I can give to 
NOUN ; his Fate is common, he will not be long 


without Companions ; and, Solamen miſeris ſocios habu- 


iſſe dolorum; The more the merrier. Nay, he may not” 


\ 


ttzher Part of Speech, or two, before le have done. For 
why ſhould your Parts of Speech 


jected? Profody is reſerr d to a Bock in Utopia, and 
Ortbography turn d to your very Door, in order to be 


thruſt out on the firſt Opportunity; n declare, 


p. 231. how unnilling you are to ſay one Word about 


1 your P. are better than your - 
Parts of Grammar, two Parts of which you have re. 


Want ſome of his own Rank and Dignity ; perhaps you 
may vouchſafe, now your Hand is in, to give him ane-' | 


o 


her. Now, there are cight Parts of Speech; ſo that if 
one ſhould be thrown aſide, there remains a jolly Com- 
| pany ful 3 nay, you. are ſo far from reducing their 


umber, that by throwing out Noun, you got one 
more, and fo make nine Parts of Speech; ſince in the 


Place of Neun, you {ubttitute Sutantive and Aljettive, 


+ 


Mr. Foknſon's Commentaries. 


viſibly two diſtinct Parts of Speech, as ig plain from 


But Railer Y apart! Let me be ſerious again, il it be 
ſuch Company; for I vow, my Dear, there 
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is ſomething extreamly riſble in your Converſation. 


NOUNS are either proper ar common. The Way of the 
World Rill ; here is NOUN reſtor'd to its Grandeur, 
and Subſtantive is rejected; the Word un, which is 
common to both Sulſtantive and Aljective, being us d for 
the former : And this, to be furs, Sir, is done by the 
Art of clear Speaking, of avoiding Obſcuriiy, of puxxling 
Children with Names of no fix Signification; mean- 
ing now a general, and then a particular. I know you will | 
plead Preſcription 5 that will not do, your were to ins- 
prove, and avoid the Deſects of others, however conſe- 
crated with the Stamp of Antiquity, y.. 
But hold, what have we here, in the Name of Won- 
der? Of the ENGLISH PROPER NAMES? I om 
enfible, ſay you, ther this Account of the ENGLISH 
PROPER NAMES, does not STRICTLY relate to the 
Sahjert of this Bot. Ah! good Sir, I vow te Gad, you 
ye too nicely ſcrupulous! What ! make an Apology 
EN in any Thing, that does not friftly belong 
to the Subject of your Book? Ob! by no Means. 1 
proteſt, Sir, you have free Leave to ſay what you pleaſe, 
do what you pleaſe, nay, and write what you pleaſe 2 
For if you can ſay auy Thing lefs to the Purpoſe, than 
what you have already, without any Manner of Excuſe, 
: 3 a Perſon of the beſt Addreſs that Way, of any 
erfon in Chriſten dum. But, ſay you, It does not S RCI“ 
EY reli to the Subject of He Book. Why. my dear 
Friend, never mince the Matter; ſpeak out bo/dly, Man; 
never fear, for it no more relates to the Subject of your - 
Bock, than a Lift of the (x r of Muſcovy 5 Fo- Guards 
would have done. Tis a Complement to John Game 
berlain, Eiq; and fils up your Book; and thats e- 
nough, I think ; for if it be but a Beat, what ſignißes 
what is in it 2 A Book's a Book, and a Spade's a Spade; 
and if a Man writes a Book, why then be is an 4. 
thor, and by Conſequence has Authority, and Authority 
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Chi you are deſettive in, in this Place, is, that you have not 
das ke whether ne ui ger niche Bock, or et: 
| | e 
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For the very next Chapter reſtores NOUN again— 


; Yo R 
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5 — 
ub/hantives : So that there is no need of 
to thrult ane Caſe into our Language, quite contrary to 


its Genius, Which hates Caſts, fince the Way Dr. Wal- 


li has judiciouſly choſe, anſwers the End as well, and a- 


gtees better with the Nature of our Tongue ; beſides, if 


'  Hicks's Smith, Smithes, Smithe, Sneithas, Smitha, Smithum, 
t his no more to de with our prefear Language; than 
with Greek or Hebrew, But be this as it will, the Dp 


we admit this new 'Gexjrive of yours, it will only | 
reach Nen of ele, (as I have faid) which is auy- 


ther Mark of the. Tongue's refuſing it. As for Dr. 


3 


putze is not worth maintaining; either Way wall do 
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he Buſineſs. If you wilt have a Maypole, you may 
have 2 M 4 Get, and ſince ycu will torce upon the 

| our Caſe out of „r, with which it has no» 
hing to do, why. en your Liberalicy z our Language 
Hot one Jot the rieber for it, ſince it poſſeſſes ao more 
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The Diſcourſe you give us about the Cendert, is 


That is as much as to lay 


_ gratify ſome Reader or other, that may li 
that is not to the Purpoſe. Much good may it de the 


thor, who. has but little to fay to his Subietft. 
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ways like Medea, and with her fay, 


Detericra ſequor,, ———— . 
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For, p. 57. you tell us, 7ho' what has been already (id, 
may be counted unneceſſury, ſince the Engliſh Tongue 
has NO GENDERS; yet, becauſe it may: Se SOME 
Readers, I will venture to add ANOTHE .. Obſervation. 

| | * 
what you have already ſai | 
of thoſe, who would read your Grammar, as 8 Crdm- 
mar, yet you will go farther yet out of . 


üttle to the Purpoſe, that even 9 your felf ſeein ſenn 
ſible of your Er or in that Particular; but you are al- 


— 


Ibo you are ſenſible, that 


e any Thing 


Heart of yon, dear Sr, ſince you are ſenſible that you 


give us but litule to the Purpoſe on, the Head of Gram- 


mar, you will not let us want varibus and ſundry DI- ; 
GRESSIONS to amuſe, and all that; and Dig reſſions 
muſt be allow'd to be of conſiderable Uſe to an Au- 5 


The Queſtions and Anſwert of this Chapter, are like 


the reſt, a geedieſs, uninſtrutlive REPETITION. But 
here 1 find you are in a merry 44.04 ; and good Faith, 

| if I catch you a 

laugling, I will laugh with you, if 1 can. But the De- 

vil ont is, 1 find you laughing always where there is 


little SCRELUM SCRAULUM, 


10 Jeſt ; and very ſerious, When all you fay makes me 


laugh very hcaztily ; tho I confels, to hear the learned 
Pedagogue ſpeaking Latin to his Engliſh Q war ty 16 10 


ſomething upon the merry, and all that; and I; 


I hall not be long before I ſhall: have my Turn of 


laughing too: For Chap. VII. is of Articles. Article!“ 
Why what are thoſe? An Article, reply you, is 4 Hard 
before a SUBSTANTIVE, fur the clear and more parti- 
cular expreſſing ef it, &c. How is an Article a Word 2 
Then I ſuppoſe (for I dare not affirm any Thing) it 
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is a Part of Speech. Well, let me look back a little, and 


ſee whether F can find it among the Eight, No, not a 
Syllable of it! Noun, Pronoun, Verb, Participle, Alverb, 
Con junction, PFepoſition, and Inter jection; but no Article. 
Whence come you, good Sir Article? Who owns you? 


Every one excludes you | But if none of thoſe Articalate 


Words (as you are pleas d to call them, p. 34.) which 


denote or {gnity ſome Per ſan, or Thing, will admit 


you under their Banners, yet the other ſort of Arti- 
culate Words, which have no manner of Sigmification, 
may; and then to Scindapſus, Blictri, Lirum, Larum, 
Serelum, Scraulum, we may add Articles. But why fo 
faſt, fay you, I ſhall in the next Leaf ſhelter Arricies 
under leiste, and fo all your Railery returns on your 
ſelf. You ſhould then have plac'd it under your Ex- 
planation of Aljectives, if you deſign d not to puzzle 


the Learner. by obſerving no manner of Method, which 


ou have indeed no regard to, in any Part of your 
ook, as will be evident, from the Sequel. When ſcve- 
ral Things are plac'd under certain Heads, the Learner, 


when in Doubt, knows where to look for what he 


wants ; and thoſe ,Things, which are confided to the 


Memory in Order, are ſo preſerv'd there: But Confufion ' 


can no more bring forth Order, than Chance; and a 
Man muſt have a pretty large ſhare of Abſurdity, to 
believe the contrar x. e 5 
Your Heads and Diviſions, your Parts of Speech and 
Parts of Grammar, ate always at odds about Precedence, 
like the Curate's Wife of the P{riſh. Here we find one 
ſet firſt in the Diviſion, and yet comes laſt to be treated 
of; another towards the End puſhes forward, and is 
firſt taken Notice of. If this be not clear Method, I 


know not what is. Thus I find your 8th Chapter 
treating of Prepoſaions, of which, I did not expect to 


hear one Word for ſome Time : But Prepofuion has 
been ſo us'd to hand the Lady Verb, that he is now 
grown fawcy, and thruits himſelf into the middle of 
New, in hopes ſuddenly to get before him too. Well, 
but how could Prepeſition come into the middle of your 
Conſiderations on Nowns # 20 anſwer, becauſe they 
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arte moſt converſant about Nouns ; but they are Ekewiſe 
us'd in Conjunction with Verbe. But, Sir, granting 
them us'd moſt about Subſtantives, yet, by the due 


order of METHOD, they cannot divide our, Conſide- 


ration of the Mun, which ought to be firſt diſpatch'd, 
before one Word can merhodicaily, or without Confult- 


on, be ſaid of the other, And the Reaſon you give for 


placing them here, is much ſtronger for placing them in 


Syntax; for you lay, Brcanſe the Meaning of theſe Particles 


or little Words, being rizhtly underſtood, the WHOLE |} 
SYNTAX, AND CONSTRUCTION: OF SUB 


STANTIVES, IS LEARN'D AT THE SAME TIME. 


What, muſt we fart from Words, before we have 


half learn'd them, to go to Syntar? and then leap 


back again to Words, with as imperfect a Knowledge 


_ Of as mere a Smattering in Conſtruction? Is this Method? 
Is this Clearneſs? Or rather a prepoſterous confounding 
all Things together? For if this he ORDER, there can be 


u CONFUSION, You tell us, indeed (p. 72.) That 


5% are SENSIBLE, that what you have have done, is but 


SLIGHT, and SUPERFICIAL, to what might, and © 


OUGHT TO BE DONE: bu that if this meet with any 


 ENCOUR AGEMENT, yu MAY be EXPECTED to 


make FARTHER Improvements in theſe Matters, by ta- 


ing more Pains to obſerve nicely the 1 Poſtures of 
1 


the Mind in Diſcourſe. The Poſtures of the Mind, is, 


confeſs, ſomething nice, and a ſublime Expreſſion, and 


10 high above common Senſe, that I (hall fay nothing 


le 


to it. But, pray Sir, if you were ſenſible, that what 


you had done, Was ſlight and ſzperficial, why did you 
put it in Print, before you had, by conſidering the 
feveral POSTURES of the Mind, brought it to that Per- 
fection, of which you knew it capable, by your Help 


and Aſſiſtance? Does he deſerve the Encouragement of 


the Town, who tells them plainly he has palm'd on 
them a flight, ſuperficial Trifle, for a labourd Werk? 


A VOLUNTARY, as I may call your Work, is 


without Excuſe, if the Author does not do his Beſt, 
and:give us ſome valuable Improvements in the Art ke 
treats of. I ſuppoſe you were under no Neceſſity of 


Publiſhing 
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publiſhing erude Embryos, before you had lickd them 


into Form: I ſuppoſe you might have delay d your 
Book two or three Years longer, without any Detri- 


ment to your Repatat ion; and then you bad dealt more 
fairly and honeftly with fon Subſcribers and Buyers. 


But you, dear Sir, are a Perſon, of all Perſons, that have 
ſo peculiar an Air and Addreſs in all you give us of 
the Thoughtleſs and the under, that you are truly wer- 
thy our Admitation. There is nothing more remarka- 
ble in this Chapter. than that you ſeem here to begin 


to be weary of ae and Anſwers; giving us but 
two here, and thoſe nothing at all to the purpoſe; and 


all that {hould have been laid about the Prepoſitions, is 
paſs d over in profound Silence. So now we have done 
with Prepoſitions, we come at laſt to the other Branch 
of Nouns, call'd Adjectives; tho' this is 1umperfedty frnce 


the Articles * of their Band) have given themi the 


flip, and tlruft themſelves before the Suhſtantiven ao 
that there is a ſort of Hayes danc'd among them, firſt 


' NOUN, then ARTICLE, PREPOSITION, then 
_ - NOUN again, and ſo on. i 


1 cannot get over your whimſical Chapter of Ex- 
pletiues, for you tell us, they are Words unneceſſary to 


the Conſtruttion and Senſe of the Diſcourſe; and in tis 
Number you reckon, for, from, now, then, Cc. But, 
Sir, are for and from no Part of our Cunſfructiun? What 


then becomes of the Prepoſitions, the Knowledge of which 
was juſt now. to give us ſo great an Infight into the 


Conſtruction of Mus? Nay, at your Rule of arguing, 
you may throw out moſt of our Monaſyllables from 
Conſtruction, and not a few of our other Words. All 


indeed you proven this Chapter, is, that when People 


{peak improperly and incorreftly, they. uſe Words of 
no manner of Uſe to Conſtruction and Senſe. A Wor- 
thy Diſcovery I confeſs! But why mult «2:0 be made 


an Expletive, more than to, ſince it is far more anci- 
ent? And that, methinks, ſhould recommend it very 


_ effcQtually to the Favour of ſuch an excellent Antiqua- 
1 in our Language. But your Derivation of the 
Word Eæpietive, 3 y 


your Definition of it; you 
5 ſay 
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Aay it is deriv d from Explere, becauſe it does, as it were, * 
fill up the Sentence, with which, you ſay, it has no- : 
thing to do in Senſe or Conſtruction. But Contraditti- 
ons are your choſen Beauties of Writing, and therefore 
mot to be attack'd by one of your Adnirers. OG 
But I am afraid, Sir, I have already ofter'd you fo 
many Amendments, that you will not be ſo good as 
your Word, to inſert them in their proper Places. And 
therefore, being ſufficiently tir'd with this No- Part of 
YOUR: Grammar, 1 think 1 had beſt make a Leap to 
_ ſome of its real Parts. But hold, I find a Call to make 
Haſte, like a true Knight Errant, laying aſide all other 
Adventures, to the Aſſiſtance of a poor Lady in Di- 
ſtreſs under your Didactic Hands. I mean Madam 
ORTHOGRAPHY, -whom, the laſt time we ſaw her, 
u fund in a very flouriſhing Condition, in the very 
Fmnt of your Diviſion of Grammar; there you ſeem d 
No:guve her Flopes of your Smiles and.: good Graces; at 
Icaft, that ſhe ſhould preſerve that Place, to which ſhe 
had fo good a Title to by Preſcription. And I am of 
Opinion, that your Unxillingneſs to ſay any thing about 
ber, would have gone to a total Omiſſion of her, had 
not your Antagoniſt us d her more civily, and Dr. Wallis 
mſelf ſaid ſomething in ber ee es 5 
which you were not willing to ſlight, ſince it would 
add ſo many Leaves to your Book. But let us ſee what 
you ſay,” p. 231. This PART OF GRAMMAR, fay 
you very ingemoufly, (and that is much from ſo Dog- 
matic a Perſon) OUGHT to have been treated of 
FIRST; but WE have for SOME Reaſons reſerv'd it to 
' this Place, This puts me in mind of a certain whimſical 
Fellow, who having invited ſome of his Neighbours 
to Dinner, had the Tarts, Cheeſe, and Butter, ſervd 
in irt, with this odd Apology: “ Tis true, Neigh- 
bours, the Beef, che Fowl, and the Fiſh, ſhould 
-* have been brought to the Table fixſt, but tis my 
„ Whim z you mutt know, 1 love to invert Order, and 
run counter to Mankind, for ſome Reaſens beſt 
* known to wy ſelf ;- and therefore, as you ſee, with me 
- & what ſhould be f,, (hall be /af. And how _ we 
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belp all this? we muſt be rul'd by the Founder of the 


Peaſt. Theſe Things will be, if we ſell Ale, or write 
Books, and there's an end ont. TIT 
I confeſs I did expect from a Man of your Politeneſs 


and Learning, ee eee with Mr. Loc, Cv. 


that you would have given us, at leaſt, one Reaſon for 


making fo great an Innovation; and one Reaſon out 


of ſo many, would undouhtedly have made you never 
the poorer. But What muſt be, muſt be. Perhaps you 
thought you were ollig'd to give a Reaſon, and an Ob- 
ligation, is a fort of Compulſion; and you, like Falffaff, 
- would not give us a Reaſon on Compulſion: What, a 
Reaſon. on Compulſon HALL? No, were Reaſons as 
_ plentiful as Black-berries, I would not give a Reaſon 
on; Computer, ne, ot. 
I find, indeed, that you are in a fort of Agony, and 
. I pity you from the very Bottom of my Heart. And 
here (lay you, with a fort of a Sigh) I cannot defſemble 
wy Unnilliingneſs to ſay any thing at all ON THIS Head. 
__ How, my dear Friend, did you think your Diviſion of 
GRAMMAR jiaſt, and yet not think this Part of your 
on OS worthy ſaying any thing at al! to? 
Ihis ſounds very odd in the Ears of us poor Mortals 
who judge by con mon Senſe, and the Rules of Art and 
Reaſon. ' Put it is confeſs d, that you are a Perſon of 
that tranſcendent Sublimity, that you move in a Sphere 


above us, and are not to be ſhackl'd with Senſe, and 


e „ 175 vi 
But I perceive you are now in a better Humour, 
+ than you were two or three Lines before; for you will 


oF bere not only give us firſr, but Jrcond too. In good 


Faith, I thank you with all my Heart, for I almoſt” 

long d for a Reaſon from you; which is the more reliſh» 
ing by being uncommon, and out of ycur Way. 

Well, not to baulk the indulgent Humour, let us have 
them. FIRST, Becauſe of the fs pc and wrong Pro- 
nunciat ion of the LET I ERS and WORDS, which if one 
ſhould g0 about to mend, would be a Buſineſs of great Labour 
and Trouble, as well as fraitleſs and unſucceſsful, Many 
(lars been the Endeavayrs of this Kind, but it has heen found 


impoſſi· 
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Impoſſible to ſtiem the Tide of prevailing Cuſtom; I ſhall 


take no Notice of the Lameneſt of the Expreſſion, for 
Politeneſs in that, is what no Body expects from fo 
tcarn'd a Perſon- Your Meaning 1 take to be this, 
That becauſe there are ſeveral Sounds belonging to the © 
fſawe Letter, all which we know perfectiy well, you 
would not direct your Learner how to ſpell, as the 
Learned do ſpell according to Cuſtom. I confeſs this 
is an invincible Reaſon indeed. But i: is 4 Bufmeſs of 
great Labour and Trouble. But ſince this could not deter 


4 Perfon of your Induſtry, froia the voluntanly. Un- 
dertaking the Trouble of writing anew Grammar, witb- 


out any Improvement upon one (har gon had near a 
Year before your Eyes; can, I ſlay, Difficulty, which 

inflames the Great, dach ſo magnanimous a Perſon as 
Mr. Greenwood? No, no, this is thrown in ex abun- 
dante. But it would be fruitleſs and wnſucceſsfu!, 


Nay, to work hard to no purpoſe, is, I confeſs, Diſ- 
couragement enongh. But how can you, who ſeem 


not to want Self-Sufficiency in your own Parts, doubt 
of Succeſs in any thing you undertake? What, tho 


others have fail'd ? That implies no Neceſſity that you 


muſt do ſo too. Try, Man, try, I am confident you 
cannot have worſe Succels with that, than in what you 


Have already attempted; it could at worlt be but all of 


a Piece. Come, come, be of good Courage, faint Heart 
ne er non fair Lady. Scioppius Complaind of the vaſt ._ 
Number of Exceptions to the Rules of the common 
Latin Grammar; Which, indeed, were much more 
numerous, than our Rules of Orthograpty; and yet 
he xeduc'd them to a much ſmaller Number. Who 
knows then, but a Perſon of your Sægacit) and Pene- 
tration, may perform as great a- Work, for the Benefit 
of your: MOTHER TONGUE? 
Well, but SECONDLY. Oh! 1 love ſecondly ex- 


ceſſively 3 tis like the ſecond Bottle, as my Lord Rocheſfer 


obſerves in lis Letter to Harry Saville, which opens all 
our Secrets, unboſoms our Hearts, and takes away all 
Diſzuiſe. Well then SECONDLY, Becauſe the multi- 
plying of Rules for the PRONUNCIATION, rather 
Ws VVV con- 
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confounds, than helps the Learner ; ſince the Rule tun be "of 


little Service; that admits of ſuch a vaſt Number of Exceps 
tions, as moſt of the Rule: C 
NERALL do. But if the Exceptions are now. too 
many, and the Rules inſufficient to compaſt this End, 
you. had done like ahother Scioppizs, and lomething 
worthy Praiſe, if you had found out berrer, and more 
eætenſive. But if theſe which we have, were ſuch as 
could not be improv'd by the very Nature of our Lan- 
guage, why did you deny us all the Helps we can have, 
and yet give us none 1n their Room ? : 


Squid novifh, reclius ifs 


_ Candidus imperti, fi non, his nere mecum. 


Kiva could not improve, why did you undertake ſo bar: 


ren a Province for your incomparable Pen? Did you write 


only for Writing Sake ? You do by us in this Caſe, as if 


. ſome had perſwaded the Roman Architects not to carr 


their Stones a little Height on Mens Backs, or againf 


raking. Uſe of ſloping Mounts of Earth, level with | 
their 


ork, by which they roll d up theit Stones to 
what Heigfft 


Uſe of to do the Buſineſs with more Eaſe. 


But bold, fair and ſoftly goes far! 1 find you will = 


give us a- better Way. Well, pray Gol it be ETA 


Let us therefore hear it. 1 have therefore often thought, - 


(1 am glad on't, with all my Heart; for by yout 


Writing, we ſhould ſcarce have imagin'd that yoa ever. 
thought at all that ſome other Way OUGHT to be found 


out, to render this Murter more EASY and EXPEDITI- 
OUS ; and the ONLY and BEST (nay, if the ONLY, 


it mult certainly be the BEST) that ] can think of, vs, 


the mating a BOOK (you have a ſtrange Fancy for 


making BOOKS on every Occaſion that offers) that flrall 


tontain all the Varieties of PRONUNCIATION ;. be- 
- ginninz with Syllables and Words, that are pronoune'd- A. 


cording to, the we SIMPLE Sounds of the Letters ; and 
bene PROCEEDING grad#ally ro SYLLABLES @4 


OMMONLY lad down, GB. 
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leigt they pleas'd, becauſe it Was inconvenient, 5 | 
when they did not know thoſe Engins, which we make - 
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WORDS, that are pronounc'd otherwiſe, than they are wards. | 


ten, and contrary to the natural and genuine Sound of the 


Letters. Firſt here is again a Participle put for a Verb 5 


a peculiar Figure of Stile with you. 


But is this indeed, Sir, your only and beft. Way? 27 
Why, this has been already done by ſeveral Spelling- 


Books, and muſt labour under the Dicticulties you lay 


on your preſent Rules; nay, it would oblige the Learner 
to get Dictionaries without Book, You tay, that Pre- 
nunciation is only to be taught by the Ear, not by Read- 
ing. To what Purpole then this new intended Book ? 
You would come ott, by obliging the Maſter to. read to 
the Scholar; yet this labours under as great Difficul- 


ties, as any other Way; ſince it ſuppoſes, that Masters 


or Sckool- Miſtrefſer, in the very extreameſt Parts of the 
Nation, mult be acquainted with the tre and juſt Pro- 


nunciation; and then any Book would do as well, as 


your new deſign d Piece of Sentences and Stories, But 
after all, do you not think, that Dr. Wallis Rules of 


Pronunciation, are abie to do this Work? Tour Antago- 


niſt and you have boch been familiar with him, with 
this Difterence; he gave us him firſt in Engliſh, and 
put what relates to Vomels, at the End of Vonels, and 
what relates to Conſonants, at the End of Conſonants ; 
and recominends to the Maſter the Study of them, be- 


cauſe he may by them, with Eaſe, direct the Scholar 
right, by telling him how the Sounds are mechanically 
form d. Nou have indeed tranſlated the fame Trac, 


but put it altogether at the End of your Bock, as a 
"Thing of Speculation, not Practice. Lou might have 
ſpar d your Latin Catotation of Qa nec SCRIBITUR, 


nec plagitur nec Ani hauriri fas eſt, ni i diva voce. N That 
18, Which can be neither written nor painted, but muſt be 


learnt by Uſe,” and the hearing of others pronounce. So that 
you would have this Part of Grammar kept like the 


octrines of the Druids and Pythagoras, in the Mind 


only, and confided to oral Tradition. But, dear Sir, 


D Wallis has prov'd by Experience, that Sound may, 
in ſome Meaſure, be convey ' d to, and taught the Deaf 
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7 Jy by the Obſervation of the framing the Organs of 
. 8 ; the Eye ſupplying here the Defect of the Ear. 
Now, if this can, by this Means, be taught the Dumb, 
and the Deaf, with how much rnore Eafe may Chil- 

- _ dren, who can hear, be inſtructed in it? Since the 
Maſter, by telling them, that to pronounce ſuch or 

Tie ſuch a Letter, you but place your Tongue thus, your Lips 
OO im this Manner, and the like. Nay, this will iv{truct 
the Teachers themſclves in the moſt remote Parts, where 
true Pronunciation is not 10 common as at Hackney, As 
for Mr. Kay s Obſervation, p. 233. that our Alphabet is 
"deficient in ſome Reſpects, and ſuperfluts in others, it 

is no more, than what he might have faid of thoſe f 

Al the modern Tongues; nay, of the dead Languages too, 
according to our modern Pronunciation, in which each * . 
Nation will force in ſomething vernacular. But 1 can- 
Hot ſee of what Uſe this is to the Purpole, tho" true: 
Nor is the Reformation, propos d by Mr. Xa), p. 249. 
| | 1 unleſs you would bave all the Books in the 
Engliſh Tongue new printed, according to his Orthogra- 
[I, nay, and every Exgliſb- man taught again to read. 
As for his Offence to (Hildren and Foreigners, tis 2 
mere Fef, ſince they may, by a few Rules, be directed io 
our preſent Way of Speating. Beſides, Mr. Lodnict, in 
.the Piloſophical Tranſactions, has done this to his 

Hands, and ſet down a .nep and perfect Alphabet, ac- 

cording to all rhe real Variation of Sounds. 

- You begin your third. Chapter, Part IV. very copi- 

oully, according to your Cuſtom, .ſaying the ſame Fhing 
twice over, vix. When. mo VOWELS meet together in one 

Syllable, they are calld DIPTHONGS, r DOUBLE 
VOWELS: And then in a larger Letter, 4 DIP- 
I HONG, r DOUBLE VOWEL, is the meeting of 
tu VOWELS .i#. ONE and the SA ME Syllable. I' be- 
eech you, Sir, to let us Know whether the fall Print 

be to 4lhultrate the langer, or vice verſa? Can a Sylla- 
ble be one, and not the ſame Syllable wheu two Vun. 
But; good it, how. Came your N. B. P. 250. on the 

"Dippbong (08) eg the: Gen fogyrs Mück ought 2 
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| have been plac'd under the Head (ou)? But clear Me- 
 ,\ _ thod and Order is what you have declar'd War againſt, 
as mean and meckanic. How came you to leave out 
| . Queſtions and Anſucrs, at the End of your fourth 
Chapter on Conſonants Were not the Conſonants of Im- 
portance enough to be repeated? I hope you will not 
throw them away too; yet, if you have ſuch a Fro- 
lick, it will ſhorten the Trouble extreamly, and leſſen 
, ER ng 
Well, p. 285. we come at laſt to the ultimate Chap- 
ter of this Part, which, by the Title, is to treat of H- 
lables. But what do you oy of them? Why, faith, 
like Mr. Bays, notbing at all, egad, ha! ha! ha! All 
that you fay relating to them, is, that you will not 
h a Hllable of them. They are indeed the pry eee | 
Part of your Grammar, for which you have no Manner 
F of Kindnels, tho' you choſe voluntarily to make a real 
„ Part of it. But let us hear, and edi Y hy being 
the PARTING Words into convenient PARTS, ( parting 


iſ into Parts, is elegant, avs had not been near fo 
5 excellent, tis a Figure call'd Cacophony) in order 10 * 
[| their true PRONUNCIATION, or for Decency of Wri- 


„ We. The GRAMMARIANS have given SEVERAL 
1 EKRoules for the performing this Matter. Bat, — Aye, this 
But ie a dead-doing Paiticle. But as Nature is moſt eaſy, 
„ and {imple in all her Operations; ſo cannot 1, for u Le 
get it out of my Head, but that a due OBSERVANCE ' 
and IMITATION of her, would be as ſerviceable, as 
the following 4 great many of the magiſterial and per- 
ple d Direttions. of Perſons, that compel others to beat 
that Path, they themſelves have ſo often trod, tho' perhaps 
there may be one, but fuſt BARD by, that is more plea- 
fant, delight ol, and much better. 1 need not tranſcribe 
the whole ey e in which indeed, as Mr. Bays 
ſays, you have ſhown what a Satzrif you are. I faith 
it bites ſome where ! there is a Bob for ſome Body, but 
the Lord knows where, or whom. Your Capacity of 
Reaſoning we have ſeen all along, and now and then 
' a Fling at the Malers of Grammar, or Grammarians: But 
here you bring Scaliger, Bangins, and the famous G- 
TE | | mienius, 
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Coments, to back ou; and who can withſtand fo terre 


ble and united a Force? But your Misfortune here, is, 
that Aut horties againſt Reaſon, favours ſomething of ri- 
diculous Pedantry... I am, Sir, almoſt perſwaded, that it 
would puzzle even your great Talent in Teaching, to 
make a Man of common Senſe know what you mean by 


| Nature's being EASY and SIMPLE in all ker Operations, 


and by imitating her in yori . Becauſe inflituted Gram- 
mar, as you call it, all the World till now took for an 
Art, founded on Compact, or Agreement of Men of ſuch 


or ſuch a Place or Country, to expreſs ſuch Idea, by 
ſuch Words, and compound ſuch Words of ſuch Let- | 
ters; but that the Sounds made uſe of by any particular 


Langu=*:, and the Letters that expreſs thoſe Sounds, are 


in Nature, or can be learn d or taught by NVaryre, 1 


confeſs my ſelf too dull to conceive.” = . 
If the Letters, Spelling, Ce. were eſſentially founded 
in Nature, then would they be the ſame all over the 


World. And this, Sir, you might have found juſtify'd 
by Mr, Lock, in Ins third Book of Human Under/tand- 


ing, with the Beginning the ſecond Chapter of which, 


you face your Introduction. Chap. 2. Lib. 3. immediately 
after theſe Words, in your Introduction: For which Par- 


poſe, nothing was ſo fit, either for Plenty or Quickneſs, as 
thoſe articulative A cal d WORDS, which, with ſo 


much Eaſe and Variety, he found bimſelf able to male, Von 


might have found Mr. Lock go on in this manner. 
| Thus we may conceive hoy WORDS, which were by NA 


TURE fo well «Me to that Purpoſe, came to be made 
e Signs of their IDEAS, not by am 


 _#iſe of by Men, as t. 8, 10 
NATURAL CONNECTION, that there is between 
| 88 articulate Sounds, and CERTAIN IDEAS; 


OR THEN THERE WOULD BE BUT ONE 


LANGUAGE. AMONG ALL MEN, bur ly a VO- 


* 


LUNTARY Impoſit ion, whertiy ſuch a WORD is made 


ARBITRARILY to mark ſuch an IDEA. And again, 
Chap. 6. Nop, ſince Sounds have NO NATURAL Con- 


nection with g IDEAS, but have all their Significations 
from the ARBITRARY -Impoſtion of Men, the 
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Learning. Lib. 6. 


Stenification, which is the Imperfeition we art- rl ger ing 


| of, hat its Cauſe more in the IDEAS, they fand for, than 


in any Carxcity there is in ONE Sound more, than in ano 
ther, to ſigni any DEA, c. If this won't fatisfy you, 
Sit, conſult my Lord Bacon, in his Avancement of 
1 confeſs I do not know what Logic you read at 
Hackney, but 1 am ſure my Logic tells me, that in the 
Definition of Names, every Mari has the Liberty of 
fixing what Idea he pleaſes, to any certain Sound, 
which in it ſelf is of no Conſequenſe. 


After all this, Sir, I fancy you will own (if you 


will own any thing againſt you) that he Fan pg 
Simpticity of Nature in all her Operations, are Words 


| that even ligify nothing at all; or, which is as much 
as I delire,, nothing to the Parpoſe, or Point in Hand. 


I cannot {or my Life (to borrow your polite Ex preſſi- 
on) get it out of my Head, that when you talk of a 


due Obſervance and Imitation of Nature, 8c. you only _ 
deſign a down right Banter on common Senfe.” For, my 


dear good Friend, what Part of Nature muſt we obſerve 
10 duly, and imitate ſo cloſely, to arrive at the Art of 

Spelling? Her Operations in the Fields, in the flowery - 
Meads, the purling Brooks, the thady Groves, or the 


| Kke ? Or, muff we, by the Study of ASTRONOMY, 


obſerve the Order, and ſevera] Revolutions of the 
Panets, with their ſeyeral Aſpects, and by them find 
out which is the juſteſt way, of dividing Iguis, omnis, 


* 
A, 


» Piſtis, which Scaliger ralſes his Difquiſition upon? Yet 
even he even your beloyed Scaliger, gives up the 
Cauſe at laſt, by owning, that he can allow ſomething 


to the Elcgancy of Painting. I ſhould be ſurpriz d (if 


any thing you fay can ſürptize mie) that you ſhould 


be lo fond of 5caliger's Authority, who tells, ws that the 
Articles are of no Uſe, becauſe the Latin Tongue has 
none; whereas tis pain to any one, that knows the 
Meaning and Uſe of 4 and the, that he is in the 
wrong; for you your ſelf grant, that they refrain, and 
determine the Signification of Names, from General: to 
Particulars. Nay, he is lo bold a Critic,” as _ 2 
\ | 1 | 985 ault 
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# 1 
; Fault with and Redicule, Homer's Diction. That 1 30, he | 


pretends to know the Beauty, Property, and Elegance 


of the Greet, better, than the beſt Author in that 
Tongue : whom the facetious Dr. Card has copy d in 
his ſublime Preface to his Licentia Poetica; which Piece, 
Dir, for Want of a Proſody, 1 recommend to you, to 
- Bind up with your Grammar; it will be more of a Piece 

with it, than that learned Diſcourſe of Dr. WALLIS in 


awbibus, ' But to proceed, muſt we, with — 


X rte the N and obſerre the ea Operations of 

ature. 
Name NATURE, is to be the Object of our Obſer- 
vation, that — may arpgive * this Excellency with mere 
Eaſe, than by a very few Rules, drawn from the Uſe 


and Practice 85 the ere Bnt, dear Scraulum, con- 


(cer, whether while you are writing of an Art you are 
not opening a Door to Confuſnn and Ig norance. For 
by deſtroying all the receiv d Rules of "rt, and ſub- 


ſtituting nene in their Room, you leave all to be guthty - 


olf thoſe Blunders, which you have in your Preface ob- 
jected to the young Gentlemen and Ladies, viz. falſe 
_ Spelling ! For White you refer all to the undirefied Hu- 
micur of every one that writes, (your Mature being ne- 
- ay but wminformd, and unbounded Fancy) you hx 
the wage this Head, that there can we No ** 
1 llin at all. For if the Sylables mult be parted, as 
fer beſt 29 5 8 be 3 x 
eem-beſt to the Eye, ev y being ges 
they muſt be, N you fix a Standard of theſe 


. ; then wi the Serelum de —_ urs, Mays 
and Wapping Damoſels, will be as ju To 
as yp : . — 


the ingenidus and learned Mr. 
himſelf. Let me enefere beg of you, for the ſake of 
you own Grammar, either to lay down better Rules, 


than we have already, or elſe take not thoſe Guides _ 
away to leave us to ramble i in the Dark to learn of . 
ture, What Nature has nothing to do withal. I know 
ſome Dear Joys, and ſome Beaux too, Who would cele- 
brate your Praiſe for Ever and for Ay, if you eu 


. chis t to bear; ſince their Billet Deaue would ch 


g'Anaomy? Or, What Point of thismanyfold 


Fo 3 je 


1 (4. 5 
much better, in ſuch an Uncertainty of Truth, than 
now they are oblig'd to be Ridiculous, without know- 
— , on Ns 
As for yor ſmart Reflections on ſome Body, I know - 
not who; for being ignorant of the worthy, Arts of 
Wheedling of Children, and managing them according 
to their ſemper; I cannot ſay much about it; tis cer- 
tainly a very good Qualification of a Teacher. But 
why you ſhould engroſs, by Innuendo, this important 
Scienze, I cannot imagine; you have given no ſuch 
publick Proof of your Abilities in other Things above 
our Neighbours, to perſwade us to believe, that you 
ve the Advantage of all Men in this; yet, if you 
really have this ſecret Art, if you have a Grain of pub- 
lick Spirit, or even of Self. love, (and 'tis much if you 
have neither) for the Good of all your Brother Pedagog ues, 
nay, for the common Good of all Learners, or if all theſe 
fail to move you, for the Good of your own Reputation, 


. 
- 


that you may ſatisfy the World, that you do really under- 155 


ſtand ſomething, publiſh this admirable Art. But Iwould 
adviſe you to do with your Inpreſſion, what the Bookſellers 
ſometimes do with theirs, admit none but of the Trade 
to the Auction; ſo if none but your Fraterniy buy theſe. 
Books, you may be ſafer in Reputation and Profit too, 
than if they ſhould fall into Hands not bound to you 
by ſo ſtrict a Tye, as rather hood of Profeſſion, * © 
But, dear Sir, what ever Art of Wheedling you may 
have to inſinuate into the Temper of the Child; Lam 
{ure it cannot be by the eaſy Leſſons you lay down, nor 
by the clear, intelligible Expreſſions, or the . lucid Or- 
der of your | Grammar, or what you call Explanation + 
of Terms (that is, of explaining Words that are half 
| Engliſh, by Words that are purely Latin.) So you 
would do well to pabliſh another Volume, to explain 
this, and bring it into ſome tolerable Order and Form. 
I was juſt going to throw aſide your Grammar, find+ 
ing that I was come to the three Pra:xes of Dr, Wallis; 
but your peculiar Favexrite, N. B. gave Obſervation - 
ſuch a Bang, that I could not proceed to my Recapi- 
tulation, till I had feen what thoſe remarkable Let- 


* 


# 
Fe + 


ters potnted to, having all along found them to relate 
to ſome notable Matter; and what ſhould 1 diſcover in 
this melancholy Noel, but Engliſh Proſedy, like the 
Spartan Helena, amidſi the Ruins of Tro), and only 
vd from Deſtruction by the Goddeſs of Beauty, who 
had given her for a Reward to the wanton Trajan Shep- 
berd? Proſody, the Mother of that Melody, and thoſe 
muſical Numbers which make our Stile flow with en- 
chanting Harmony, I, to my Surprize, found crowded 
into a Corner, without one Word faid of her; cho, 
| like Orthography, made by you, Sir, an eſſential Part of 
your Diviſion of Grammar, Ha! Madam, ſaid I, what 
do I find your Ladyſhip, who make fo worthy a Fi- 
gure in Grammar, an Outcaſt in this, which is propos @ 
as the moſt excellent Performance of the Kind ? I con- 
5 fels 1 did fear that you were wholly laid aſide; but 1 
5 am glad to find your Ladyſhip here, tho' without your 
Attendance and Equipage. Alas! Sir, replies ſhe, 1 
am laid aſide; I cannot get into this Book for my Life, 
except in being allow d, by the Author, an eſſential Part 
of his Grammar. Ah! Madam, (interrupted I) that is 
ſufficient Cauſe for. your Excluſion, with this Author. 
Pardon me, aſſum d Proſody, I muit ſay one Thang in 
bis Behalf ; it was Modeſty, (perhaps you may not be- 
lieve me, and yet I mult tay again) it was /fodeſty in 
this young baſhful Grammarian, (or Writer of Grammar, 
as he neceſſarily and worthily explains it) I treat of 
Numbers ot Quantities, that make both Proſe and Verſe 


flow gently, ſtrongly, nobly; and 1 therefore am a | 'R 
Thing of which he knows nothing at all; how then {4 
Gould I exrect any Complement from him? He is ſo 
modeſt, as to ſay nothing of what he docs not under- . BR 


ſtand. But, Madam, ſaid I, I am afraid that Reaſoen 
will not hold good, if we judge by the reft ; for if his 
Modeſty had made him ſilent of what he did not un- I 
derſtand, he muſt have ſaid nothing of the other three 1 
Parts; and fo Grammar, inſtead of having four Parts 
e have had none at all; and fo, honeſt Sindapſus, 
- AUIEU.. „ 2 ER, ol by 
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XA :s for your Syntax, it contains fo little in ſo mau, ³ 
Words, which are ſo full of Blunders, that I ſhall de- 
fer my Conſiderations: of it, till I am ſenſible, that 
| What | have already ſaid, has not been able to convince _ 
- _ _ you, that every Part elſe of your Work being fo in- 
7 conſiſtent and inconſiderate, it was ſupertiugus to walte 
Iime about this, which, in the very Beginning, you 
own to be imperfect, and duſipated . thro your other 
Parts; which alone is a Proof of a blundering Method, 
and that it is not worth ourfarther Conſideration.  - | 
Tus I have made Shift to get through. your heavy | 
Way, and ſhewn you ſome few cf thoſe nmerem Blun- 
ders of your excellent Performance, and wlich I com- 
mend to your Conſideration : Bur that they may fnk © 
with the greater Force into your Mind, by a further 
Conviction, I ſhall, by Way of Recapits/ation, conſider 
more cloſely the Abſwridity of your Method in your Di- 
viſion, in your Terms, in your Rules, and the like, and 
_ plainly de nonffrate, that you have been fo far from im- 
proving the Engliſh Grammar, tliat you have fallenmuch —. | 
hort of the of Eflay of your Antagoniſt, Whoſe Er- | 
xors 1 would nv more indulge, than yours, tho more | 
excuſeable, fince he was the ffs and you had the 
Ad vantage of his to be clear of all Fault your ſeit. 
1 'muſt now therefore take a full View of your Me- 
thod, and by that fee how jultly you have perform d. 
I be true Art of didafic Method, is, to divide juſtly, de- 
fine clearly ; to teach thoſe Things in the firſs Place, on the 
Knonledge of which the Things that follow, has any Depen- 
dance; to keep cloſe ts your Diviſion, and your Definitions; 
to make your 'Precepts, or Rules, as fem in Number, as thy 
Nature of the Subject will permit, and in them to have a pe- 
culiar Regard to Significance am Eaſmeſs : That is, that the 
Terms ” Art be of ſuch a Nature, that they will nut r. 
quire any Knowledge of any other Language, than of that 
g in which you write, or demuni difficult and tedious Expla- 
5 Nations. e 
1 By this Standard, which is evidently founded on 
| Reaſon, let us examine your Performance. And here 
it ſeems proper to oblerve, that to attain this W N 


RAG ag 

and Order, the Author ſhould. be throughly Maſter of 

bus ect, and be able to treat of it with Judgment; N 
| for, as Forace has long ago obſerv d, ee | 


1 
— — ” 


— Gi lefta potenter erit Res 


Nec Facundia deſeret kunc, neo lucidiis Ordo, 


* 


Alter 4 ſerious and judicic us Choice, . N 
Method and Eloquence will never fail,  Roſcom: 


And wherever we find Confuſion, we may, withs 
out Injuſtice, affirm, that the Author was not Maſter 
of his Subject; and therefore very unfit to inſtruct o- 
tbers. But from what has been ſaid, and what 1s yet 
to be oſſer d, tis evident, Sir, that in your Grammar this 
_ Confuſion is every where to be met with. Tho in 
many Places you have Collections of ſome valuable 
Obſervations, yet they are little, or nothing to the 
_ Purpoſe, and always in ſuch Confuſion, that they put © 
\ e me, Whatever they may do a Chiid of five or fx, TY 
| br ſeven or eight Years old; and tho''you give us a DI. 
vihon, (of which immediately) yet you do not ſeem to 
bave made any Scheme of your Book, before you ſet 
your ſelf to write, and for that Reaſon you fet Things 
down as they recur to your Memory; but whether itt 
the right and proper Place or not, you ſcem not intch 
to cares . Thus, p. 109. you ſay thiis: Rut theſe are call d 
ADVERBS, and en e raght to have been plac d 4. 
mong them, Oughit they ſo? And why then were theß 4 
not? Why were they nat defer d to their proper Place? i 
Thus we find you frequently bidding us ſee fuch and — 
ſuch a Chapter, about a Thing, that ought to have been 4 
_ placd where the References are put, which, in a BR 1 
of the Nature of your Grammar, is a certain Sign of an | 
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Ertleſs Con fuſun; and ſhows yours to be only a loo 
Coſiection, without any Manner of Digeſtion. Thus 


many Things, which are/ very material to the Learn- 1 
er's Un derſtanding. as particular Parts of Speech, are i 
_ thrown into your Notes, (I mean what ſeem to be your _- 5 
Notes) without any Farm of Rule, but in . 5 } 
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ner of a Diſquiſition, whence a Child's Memory can 
receive little of Uſe to his Underttanding, Nothing 
can be more confus'd, than your Chapter of Ferbs,' 


as we (hall ſee when we come to that Head. 


Yon have another Fault which brings your Jugdment 


very much into Queſtion 4. and that is, of obtruding 
on us what particular Authors ſay, without reflecting 


whether it be juſt, or not; or whether it be ſo in this 


Place, and on this Occaſion. Now, a Compiler (tho 


he ought to conſult all he can, yet) is to underſtand 
and digeſt them ſo well, as to choole only what is juſt 
and valuable. 5 ' „ | 


Youſeemindeet very like Mr. Bays; and your Method 
is to you, what his Plot was to him, vis. to bring in 
fine Things. Mr. Bays's fine Things and yours indeed 
differ; his were for the Ladies, yours for the Learned; 
his Similies, your Catalogues; his Rants, your N. B. s. 


I have already ſhewn the Defect of your Definition 
of Grammar, as not compriſing the chief End of Gram- 
mar; I (hall only add here, that it is likewiſe obſcure ; 


for we are as much to ſeek what rightly is, as we 


thould be for the Art, if there were no Definition at 


all. It is true, the Word &ighely, is not of ſuch va- 
rious Uſe, as Refs in Latin; yet it admits a great deal 


of Diſpute, and requires a great many Words to explain 


what you mean by it. 1 | 355 
In the next Place, the Diviſon is not juſt ; for it 


leaves our the ſeveral Parts of Speech, their Defini- 


tions, Accidents, and Formation: For your Diviſion of 
Grammar is into Orthography, Proſody, Etymology, and 


b Sntax. To make the Defect viſible, let: us put theſe 


hard Words into Engliſh, Letters and Spelling, Quanti- 


4g» oe 64 aw % 


you your {elf reject two, Orthography and Preſody, and 
a third has nothing to do with Grammar; that is, E- 
tymology, or Derivation ; it gives us indeed the Source 
and Origin of certain Words; but this is of no Uſe 


ty, Derivation, Conſtruction. Now, of theſe four Parts, 


to the Conſtruction of Words in a Sentence, or their 
Nature as Parts of Speech; and is much more proper 
tor a Dictionary, where the Senſe and Meaning of Words 


Ale 


— 
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are more immediately conſider d. I confeſs there is ſome- 


thing of Curioſity, and what's fit enough to amuſe thoſe, 


who have nothing elle to do, but tis abſolately loſing 
Time, when we are in Purſuit of the Knowledge of 


Words 1n their Relation to each other 1n Sentences, or, 
as | have ſaid, in their Nature as they are Parts of 
Speech. For Fon have indeed moſt ingeniouſly, and 
with a great deal of Addreſs, found ont and laid down 
ſuch a Diviſon of the Parts of Grammar, as entirely ex- 
_ cludes every one of your èigbt Parts ot Speech, as if 
they were no Part of Grammar; a Happineſs, that no 
other Author of Grammar ever yet obtain d. 
From hence it is plain, that you not only made a 
wrong Diviſion of your Parts of Gran mar, in Regard 
of excluding one half of your Book, but alſo, by re- 
jecting or neglecting (call it which you pleaſe) thoſe 
Parts which you had granted neceflary ; and ſpending 
ſo many Leaves upon another Part, which has no Man- 
ner of Thing to do with the Buſineſs of Grammar. Be- 
{ſides theſe Errors in the Fundamentals, there are ſeve- 
ral other, as yeur teaching thoſe Things laſt, on the 
Knowledge of which, all that goes before, has an im- 


| mediate Dependance; for Orthegraphy is the Ground- 
Work, or Foundation of all the other Parts, and there- 


fore ought. to have been deliver d firſt, both in Re- 
gard to your. own Diviſion, to which you are always o- 
DEC TOs and to the very Nature of the Thing 
it ef. Sit” i 
And here 1 nut obſerve, that theſe are Errors which 
are not excuſeable, becauſe they. muſt of Neceſſity pro- 
duce Conſuſion, and ſhow, that you ate not acquaint- 
ed {uthciently with your Subject, and cannot there- 
fore convey it clearly to any one elſe... 
Jour Antagoniſt bas viſibly the Advantage of you 
in this; for his Diviſion is not only in Words eaſy and 
familiar to the meaneſt Capacity, but contains, under 
its ſeveral Parts, the whole Subject of Grammar; and 
be all along keeps to the Diviſn he had once made. 
Nor has he raught that laft, which muſt be firſt Known, 
in order to underſtand the reſt. Letters, Syllables, Words, 
8 OED Uc2 \ ana 
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And Sentences, are not only entirely Eng /iſh, and therefore 


fave all you have faid in Explanation of your Terms; but 


he has in this follow'd Dr. Wallis, the great Mr. Arnaud, 


the Meſſieurs of Port-Royal, and others, as well as the ve- 
ry Nature, which is the Reaſon, of the Thing. But what- . 
ever Faults ace to be found in his Method or Perfor- 
mance, have {ome Excuſe, by being the firſt Edition of 
that Performance; but you, coming out upon him full 
of your ſelf, and with Threats of deſtroying the Opi- 
nion, that had obtain'd in the Town, and failing in 
every Particular, are inexcuſable, ſince you have made 


not one Improvement upon him. You'have not in the _ 


Method, either as to the general Diſpoſition of your Book, 


or the particular Rules of it; we have juſt ſeen how 


faulty and confus d your Diviſion is; and we may ſay 
this in general of your particular Rules, they are ſo ob- 
{cure, that we cannot diſcover, with any manner of 
Certainty, which are Rules, and which are Notes ;-which 
art to be learn'd by the Scholar, which fiudy'd and 
known by the Teacher. If we might judge by Reaſon, 
we thould imagine at Jeaft, that all the Queſtions and 
Anſwers {ſhould be got by Heart; and that is doubling 
the Load of the Mesrory. If all the Text of your An- 
tagoniſt's Grammar, were to be got without Book, it 
wouldnt be balkyour ak. 
But it may be. objected,” that I necd ndt deſcend to 
Particulars, to ſhew how worthleſs your Book is; fince 
he who is confus'd, and uncertian in the Method of Ins 
Diviſion, muſt of Conſequence be ſo in his Rules 
which are built on that e e Vet, to ſatisfy you, 


bir, that Iwill take nothing for granted againſt you, hut 
', What I ſhall prove from Particuſ ars, 1 ſhall examine your 


Superſirutture, as well as J have your Feardation, and ſo 
jet you fee, that they are worthy one another. But then, 
on the other Hand, you cannot expect, that I fhowd 
be ſo very particular, as to remark on every individnal 


- Blunder; that would be a Labour inſupportable to mc, : 
aud tedious to the Reader; 1 ſhall content my felf there- 


fore, with ſome of the moſt notorious, and by thoſe 


= {rave the Reader to tigd om tlie Reit, if 1 bave not 
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4 given bim enow to fatisfy him, that you are not at all 


- equal io your Undertaking, 


As you are out of your geneneral Diziſſon, which does 
not take in the under Divifion of the Patts of Speech, as 


it ought to do, to be Compleat, fo are you out in the 


Dien Ber i 
IJuou divide Language into eight Parts, according to 


the old Way, and ſo put a Diſtinction betwixt Words, 
between which Nature has made none. For the Parts of 


Speech do in Nature fall under but four Heads, or Diffe- 
rences; and therefore they ſhould not be made more 
numerous by Art. Bat you, 1 find, are for quitting 
Nature, where ſhe does viſibly preſcribe, as in Words; 


and for following her where ſhe is not to be fouud, as 


in Spelling. By this means you make your Rules more 
numerous; for the multiplying Farts of Speech, muſt 


of neceſſary Con ſequence multiply Rule. 
But that this Diviſion is wrong, is plain from Rea- 


ſon. Firſt Mr. Bures. in bis Grommatical Commentaries, 
numeration of the Parts of Speech in 


condemns this 
Lilly, thus: It had been better in the Enumeration of the 


Parti of Speech, to have made the SUBSTANTIVE and . 
tie ADJECTIVE zwo diſtinct Parts of Speech, and to have 


comprebended the PARTCIPLE under the ADJECTIVE. 


Fer the SUBSTANTIVE and the ADJECFIVE are 


two very different Parts of Speech, the Subſtantive ſignitying 
the Thing, the Adjettive ah 8 
STANIIVE from ſome Accident, in which the PARTI- 


» CIPLE agreesexattly with the ADJECTIVE, as ſhall more 
fully appear from the Conſideraticn of SUBSTANTIVE and 
ADJECTIVE, in their ſeveral Definitions, He fines 
the Subſtantive thus, p. 7. 7he NAME of 4 Thing, 


that may ſubſiſt by it | elf in the Underſtanding, ſo as to be 


i 
* 


ADJECTIVE. 4s 4 Word aided to 8 SUBSTANTIVE, 


s declare ſome additional Accident af the SUBSTANTIVE. 


conſidered by it ſelf, as of Quality, Propety, Relation, 
A ; 


tber Conviction from the Reaſons he gives. 


'Y the Denomination of the SUB- 


the Subject of Predication. And the Adjetive, bp. 8. An 


1 on. Paſſion, or manner of Being. e Io which.” 
Places Lrefer you and the Reader, if you require a far 


But 
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that they are all 
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But not to dwell on Authority, when Reaſon is at 
Hand, I night refer you to the Beginning of your An- 
tegoniſts third Part upon WORDS; for there in the 
Text, and the Notes, you may fee it prov'd beyond a 
Contradiction, that as Words are made to exprets the 


various Operations of the Mind, ſo they mult bear an 
- Analogy to the Things they are to expreſs, and thoſe 


being of three Kinds, theſe muſt be the ſame, and the 
fourth is for the juſt Connection, and Manners of theſe. 
three. 1 refer you likewiſe to the Meſſeurs of Pore Royal, 
in their Art of Speaking, the Reaſoning on this Head 
being too long to be quoted in this Place. As to Par- 
ticiples, both Dr. Wallis, and Sioppius, long ſince have 
agreed with. Mr. John ſon. See Sc ioppius, Inſtitutiones Gram 


* 


= 


As Mr. Fohnſon has given you up Participles, fo he has 
likewiſe agreed, that - Pronouns are the fame as\Nowns, -- 
and bas prov'd it beyond a fair Reply. p. 10. of his 
Grammatical Cmmentaries, I refer you likewiſe to your 


_ Antagoniſt on this Head, confute or allow his Reaſons, 


but reflect before you attack him in any of his Notes, 
baile on Meſſieurs of Port-Royal, Mr. 

Arnaud, who has gone the fartheſt of any Man yet into 
the Reaſon and Nature of Grammar. Thus [nterjettions 
being, at moſt, but Adverhs of Paſſion, deſerve not the 
Diſtin&on of Parts of Speech, nay, tome will not al- 
low them to be ſo much as Words; Words being 
made to expreſs the Ideas of the Mind, but theſe only 
certain natural, not artificial Sounds, which mark the pat- 
ſionate Motions of our Souls. Nor is there any fpecifick 
Difference between Adverbs, Con functions, and Prepoſitions, 
which therefore are jultly rang'd under one Title, and. 
make but one Part of Sperch. For which your Antag:- 
niſt's Reaſons muſt be good, till confuted. «© © 
Reaton being, therefore, thus maniteitly on his Side, 
to what Purpole {hould you continue aBurthen, Which 
be had delivered the Learner from, by contracting this 
Diviſion into halt the Compaſs 2 You no fooner made 
your principal Diviſion, but you forſook it both in 
Order and Senſe; a notorious Sin againſt Method. Thus 
DE Eros you 


* 


ly"? 4 


. — T 3223 N. OI es r 1 * * eh. Res WIGAN To Myndt eee 2 — Hepes ay Nl 4 
N ee vo Cat Chet x T9 "FAY » W 0 1 ad * : 


1 . 9 
A a 


Ft un 6350 
you ſcarce paſs from your ſecond Diviſion, but you in- 
vert and confound the Order of it. You mingle, as I 
have ſhown, Prepoſitions and Articles with Nouns, of 
which 947 Definition is obſcure, A4 NOUN is the 


Name of a Thing, &c. but this has been already made 
cout, where I have ſhown, that you have been oblig' d 
to make uſe of the new Term of your Antagoni/t's,Gram- 


mar, to explain the old Term of yours; by which you 
own, that it is more familiar and eaſy, and that, there- 
fore, it ought to be prefer d to our Ule, Nay;indeed, you 


cannot in reality explain your unintelligible Term, but 


by his, which ſtill makes againſt you. But here I would 
fain find ſome Excule for you, and that is, your Profeſ- 
fon ; tis that engages yott ſo zcalouſly for the od Terms; 
for your Fraternity have always been the main Obſtacle 
to the improving the Art of Teaching, by being againſt 


forſaking the old Way, which has long been found to be 


_ tedious and very imperſect, left if all Things were made 
eaſy, there would not be need of ſo long and ſlav iſh an 
Apprenticeſhip to Pedagogues. And for this Reaſon the 
ſtinction betwixt the Learned and the Vugar. 
hut it is not in the Nouns alone, that you are ſo ob- 
{cure and full of Confuſion; For there can be nothing 
more confus'd, than your Chapter of VERBS ; you do 
with the Verbs what you had done with the Nouns ; you 
divide them, and put in another Part of Speech between 
them; whereas, the 4uriliary Verbs, and their Nature, 


Cant of antic Terms mult be kept up, to make the Di- 


ſhould have been explain'd firſt, becauſe the Doctrine of 


Verbs cannot be underftobd without them. For under this 
Head you do, what you had before done with your 
general Diviſon, that is, treat of thoſe Things laſt, on 

the Knowledge of which what goes before depends; 
a notorious Sin againſt Method, by which eyery Thing 
ſhould follow. in their due Order, and according to their 


Nature. Your Chapter of irregular Verbs, ſhould have 
come immediately after Yerls: For now you skip 


backward and forward, ſo that the Learner can make 


no gradual Riſe towards a regular, that is, a ſure and 


laſting Knowledge, Thus you are oblig d to return a- 


gain 
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gain to the Formation of Times, &c. Chap. 17, Which 
ought regularly to have been plac'd where you ſpoke 
of Time: before, Chap. 1 2. The Title of which is about 
Tenſes, or Times; we have for the ſame Reaſon, the 
ame Things repeated over and over again, as the Office — 
of auxilliary Verbs, &c. The Chapter indeed of Verbs, 
is 10 dark, confus'd, and complicated with bard Terms, 
that if you can make a Child of ſeven or eight Years | 
old underſtand it, you mult be allow'd to have a pes 
culiar Art of inſinuating your Knowledge, and that 
Lou are for rejecting the Rules of Orthography, for 
their Multiphcity, and yet you have made your 


. Child malt be look d ON as an Honour to Human Under 


Kules, Diſcurſer, or What elſe you ate pleas d to 


call them about Verbs alone, almoſt (I might ſay fully) 
as jong as all thoſe, For you have had no regard to 
that Rule of Method, which orders the Precepts or Rules 
to be as few in Number, as the Nature of the Thing 
wilt admit, and thoſe expreſs d as caſily and ſignificant- 
ly as may be, without Terms which require ſome Know- 
ledge in another Language, than that, which you teach. 
Nay, you ſeem to be fo mighty. fond of explaining 
Things to the Engliſh Reader by Latin, that even in thge 
very Ou Bien, ab Anſon, you are at it ding, dong; 
particutarly that Chapter of Participles,——Whence comes 
the Word” Participle? Anſ. From Partricipium, that is, 
a partaking Word, becauſe it capit Partem. I will ſay 
nothing to the Propriety and Elegance of the Phraſe, 
but would deſire to know what Inſtruction this can 
be to a Child, who knows not ;ons Word of Latin? 
But your il! Choice of old cramp Terms, throws you 
every Minute on this Rock, which your Antagont/? 
avoids, by uſing Words as eafy and obvious, as any. 
the Languag aftords, and thee, being fewer in Num- 
ber, and caſier in Terms, muft be underfiood and 
learn'd with more Eaſe «than yours, which require ſuch 
Jong, and ſuch diſſeult Explanations. „ 
Another Inſtance of your din againſt Miethid, in mut- 
_ bplying ngedlels Rules, is, your Diſcourſe of a 
F 1 hielt 
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| which makes two Sheets of. Paper, tho Ml that is ne- 


ceſſiry to be known of that Head, may be deliver d in 
leſs than half a Sheet. Pag. 173. you allow. That we 
have not, ſftrift'y fpeaking, any VERBS PASSIVE, that 
Defect being ſupply d by the auxiiary Verbs, &c. Why 
then ſhould you burihen the Learner's Mind with not 


only that Diviſion, but with Verle Neuer likewiſe ? 


You might as well have brought in Verbs Deponent and 


Common. 


You have given us 2 whole intricate Chapter on the 


Verb Meuter alone, when indeed there is no ſuch Thing 


in our Language: You have. branch'd it out into a 
Matter of three or four Parts; and to ſome of theſe you 
give two Names or Terms, which brings in Explanatt- 


bons, and Denwations, and the like, to the burthening 
the Learner's' Head, and puzz ing his Underſtanding. 


When all the Rules of the Nature of a Verb, on which 
you have been ſo verboſe, (except what relates to auxi- 
hary Verbs) may be brought into three Lines in this one 
Rule: Whenever a V FRB /gnifies being abſolutely, or ſuf- 


fering, or any Action that 7 105 not lo ancthtr, then it las 
; 


no OUN- after it of the Subjert, otherwiſe it has, In 
theſe three Lines ail the Diffculdies erc foivd, which 
take up ſo many Leaves of your Grammar ; and this 


without any puzzling Terms, or abſtruſe Explanations, 
or Queſt ion: and An ſwers; of which you are to fond, 1 
ſuppoſe, becauſe it is old and tedious. Thus you have 
troubld us with your Obſervations about Genders, 
when we have no ſuch Thing in the Engliſh Tongue, 


* 


even by your own Confeſſion. 


—_ Tird with this long Journey through ſuch bad Way, 


; I ſhall defer what 1 have elſe to fay about the Abſur- 
dities of your Method and Pcriormance, cill I fee whe- 
ther you are fatisfy'd with this 1 now ſend you: If I. 


find by your Anſwer thit you are not, I promiſe to 


bow, out of almolt every Page, ſuch Blunders, that a 


« 


Sctivol-Boy ſhould be whipt for. 
Lau may object indeed, that your Autagoniſt is guilty 


of ſome of the Faults which I only lay to your Charge. 
Ido allow that he is N not io frequently and 


grolly . 
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Fro as you, dear Scindapſus. He is fo clear in be 


Method, he keeps to his Diviſions, which are juſt; and 
as he has been guilty of ſome Errors, fo he has taken 


the Means of being deliver'd from them, by giving in- 


tet leav d Copies to Men of Learning and Candor, both 
Divines and others, to make their Remarks, and im- 
prove what was done; but T do not find it at all che 
Temper of the Blictri, either to doubt their Abilities, 


or be capable of Correction: For tho you found ſuch 


irreftagable Arguments in his Notes for many Things, 
and had the Advantage of having bis Work before you 
the belt Part of a Year, you have notwithſtanding choſen 
to perſiſt in your own erroneous Opinion, tho founded 


on no Manner of Reafon, or for which at leaſt you 


have not vouchſaf d to aft6rd us any one. But Men of 
your Profeſſion, if they are not qualify'd by uch ad- 

niirable Accompliſhments, as the Author of the Regal = 
Grammar, Dr. Knipe, Mr. Baxter, Mr. Mon ford, Mr. 
Fohn ſon, and ſome oi ers, are not very capable of Con- 
vistion, and recede from theſe firſt Principles, how er- 
roneons ſoever, with the utmoſt ReluQtance 2: And be- 
ing us d 10 dictate to their Learners without Controul, 
contract ſuch a Seif-Safficience, that you think they may ; 
do 10 to the World too, without having Reaſon requir d 


» 


for what you advance. - ff.. 
I know you will be apt to ask me here, what I have 
to do with the Controrerſy? What are either you ot 

your Antagoniſt to me? Have I any Intereſt in either? 1 
ahiwer, honeſt Sraulum, in the Negative, I have no 
Manner of Intereſ to draw me into this Squabble with 
idee, but only of natural Love which I have of expoſing 


Pictenders: Beſides, how do you know, but that I'my 


jelf deſign to write another Englijh Grammar, (fince 
they are now in Mode) and 1 know no better Way of 
beſpeaking the Expectation of the Town, chan by erpo- 
Iing/ the Defects of thoſe who have gone before me? As 
for what has byaſs'd me more to your Antag uniſt, than 
10, you, is, firtt, bccauie his Performance, tho firſt, is 
3nfinitely the moie perfect; and next, bis generons De- 
Gn of making a compleat Couiſe of Engliſh Educati- 
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. Mr. Arnaud, and the Meſſieurs of | Port Roya e te 
us in his Pretace; and which I find in the Performance, 


Regard to any other : That having, as be th 
in ſome Meainre attainm d what be aim at, Hehad put! 
ae Preſs, and pabli{h'd it to the World, under th. 
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on, of xticht the Grammar is only the Foundation. And 


to tell the Truth, honeſt Scindapſur, this laft Thing has 


provok d me to examine, and expoſe thy Blunders, leſt 


- thoſe who want to improve this, thould be miſled by the 
 Twle, and fo lay a rotten Foundation to 10 valuable 4 
Structure, ox rather lay no Foundation at all; but being 


puzz''d, and vitiinftructed by yours, throw aſide all niatt- 
ner of Grammar of our own native Tongue. Whereas the 


| Other, withall its Errors, has a Method cafy and plain, 
and merits what the Cenſor ſaid of it. The molt Igno- 
nrant may learn from the Text, and the my Learned 
1 


may be entertain'd with the Notes; in -w 


| ich J found 
be had not only made a good Progreſs in the Particuldr 
Grammar of Engliſh; but had gon to the very Tory 
of the Philoſophica! or General Grammar by the help at 


|, as he tells 


1 further found by the ſpreading many of his Grammars 
interleav d into the Hands of the Polite and Learned; 
that there was a, /inccre Aim at bringing this to Per- | 
fection. This provok d my Cutioſity to examine into 
the Matter, and to ſee the Peron who had with ſuch 
Zeal undertaken this Task; and therefore, not bein 
willing to be known, I went in aDiſguiſe with a Frien 

D Mr. Brightland's Honle, ack'd him many Queſtions a- 

put his Book, the Reaſons of his Undertal ing, and t 


Anke: By all which I found, that he had been ſevers 


Years ſolliciting the Men of Letters of his Acquaintarice 


Eſſays in Manuſcript to this End, which was a Grammar 


t, at laſt 
d put it 


truly Evgliſh, and purely on the ee ters n af 


ch 
Id, under the 
This mov'd my . to. enquire a little farther a- 
bout the Advertiſement of one Greenwood, about another 


ame of A Grammar of the Engliſh Tongue, wiel 


4 


if the ſame Kind ; and this occaſion d a Hiftory of all 


that paſt between them on this Point, viz. That he pro- | 


fer d you not only a Reward for any Diſcoveries you 


4 


. | could 
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" 


— WE EROTIC ner rot R> 


form nothing. 


iterumqʒ valeto Ty 


1 . * ile 
n 55, 0 f N 9 b 
N * 1 N & a! 
wa 
vs - p 


could furniſh to his Defign ; but that your Nameſhoutd - . 
be mention'd, either av,a Contributor or Coadjutor : But 
you, dear Scraulum, rejected all, full of your dear felf, re- 
| ſolv'd to appearentirely by your ſelf; and as you diſdain d 
ſbaring any other Man's Glory and Reputation, ſo you 


ſecur d every one from any Share in your Intamy ; aud 


ſo about a Vear after it was firſt advertis d, out comes 


our Grammar, after you had prepar'd its Way with 


oaſts of its Perfection, and of its future Victory over 


9 


your Antagoniſt. 


N 1 did not know but 1 might find ſome Improvements. 
in a Thing of this Nature, eſpecially when there was 
one Eflay on the Subject, which had made fo good a 


Progreſs in it; for, Facile eſt inventis addere. For this, 
Reaſon I made my Bookſeller get the firſt, that could be 


procur d, and to peruling I went, full of mighty Ex- 
pedctations; and was vex d at- ſo monſtrous a Diſap- 


pointment, Parturiunt Montes, the Mountain groan d, and 


brought forth a little Mouſe; a true Quack s Method, 


a Bill promiſing all Things, while his Medicines per- 


This Diſappointment provok'd me to ſend you this 


Letter, ſince 1 found you deſign d to viſit the World | 
"ith {ſeveral other Books, hoping that by ſhowing how - 


unfit thou ar't to write any Book at all, thou might ſt, 


it it were poſſible, come to know thy ſelf, and learn 
Modeſty; and fo, dear Scindapſys, Blictri, Lirum, La- 
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